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bears the name of the court noble Nijo Yasumichi (1607-1666), and it would seem that this
document was produced under Yasumichi's direction.

As a Sessho supreme council of the Imperial Court, Nijo Yasumichi served Emperor
Myosho and Emperor Gokomyo, and his son Mitsuhira also edited the record of the ritual of
the enthronement of Emperor Reigen in 1663, suggesting the possibility that this document
was edited by someone in or close to the Nijo family, with the aim of transmitting the
achievements of Yasumichi and Mitsuhira. The second part of this study, which will appear
in the next issue, will describe the surviving manuscripts of the “Kan'ei-ki” and “Kanbun-
ki,"and will compare the Tokugawa version with others to identify their textual differences.



the three main and three secondary branches of the Tokugawa family only, I would argue
that this set of furnishings was likely used not just by Takagimi and Sachigimi, but rather
was reused repeatedly when receiving women who married into the Owari Tokugawa as
first wives, adding and replacing missing or broken pieces over and over again through the
generations.

“Items Connected to Hereditary Property” of the Owari Tokugawa Clan
KOYAMA-HAYASHI Rie
This paper clearly outlines the specifics of the Owari Tokugawa family's petition for
designation of “items connected to hereditary property”, which based on the “Kazoku
Hereditary Property Law” promulgated on April 28, 1886. This petition approved on April
19, 1893 and the review began in October of 1891. In preparing the petition, the Owarl
Tokugawa family initially tried to select works based on their standards of value focused on
“TEN"(Heaven), “CHI"(Earth) and “JIN"(Man) that had been established in 1880. However,
they were advised by the auditors of the Inspection of National Treasures Division who
visited the Tokugawa Ozone residence from January 29, to February 5, 1892, that items
connected to hereditary property were “pedigreed items” and therefore considered first-
through third-class objects according to the Inspection of National Treasures Division and
their assessment was overturned. The Tokugawa Art Museum retains 353 inspection
documents from the Inspection of National Treasures Division and one booklet recording
the results of the audit of 1890. From them, we know various details, including that the audit
was begun in around 1890 and started with selection of first-class items, that “pedigreed
items” were not subject to inspection, and that specialists in each subject area were involved.
They also indicate that the specifics of the designations of “items connected to hereditary
property” are faithfully reflected in the audit report by the Inspection of National Treasures
Division, and show that the above determinations remained valid until the final approval of
the petition. These findings suggest that the Inspection of National Treasures Division had a
major effect on the valuation of the Owari Tokugawa family collection that has been passed
down in today’s Tokugawa Art Museum, and it would seem that even the possessions of
families of the peerage were not completely free from the government's administration of
culture at that time.

Introduction of Historical Material

Research Notes on “Sokui-no-ki” (I)
NAMIKI Masashi
The “Sokui-no-ki” (Record of the Enthronement Ritual of the Imperial Court), which
has been passed down by the Owari Tokugawa family, is the historical record of the
enthronements of Emperor Gokomyo6 (1633-54) and Emperor Reigen (1654-1732) in the Edo
period. This document can be divided into two sections: the first, the “Kan'ei-ki,” consists of
the record of the proceedings of the enthronement ceremony of Emperor Gokomyo in 1643,
and the second, the “Kanbun-ki,” consists of a record of the proceedings of the ceremony
of Emperor Reigen in 1663. This paper introduces the content of this document and points
out that the date that this manuscript was completed was not long after the ritual of the
enthronement of Emperor Reigen was held in 1663. The beginning of each handscroll



spear. For these reasons, Ieyasu is said to have hated Muramasa's swords and also to have
forbidden other warriors around him from using them.

However, in the Tokugawa Art Museum collection, there is a Muramasa-signed sword
that was bequeathed to the first lord of Owari, Yoshinao, as a memento of Tokugawa
Teyasu and still survives today. After sorting through the records of the misfortunes of four
generations of the Tokugawa family to address this inconsistency, it has become clear that
the perception of Muramasa swords as cursed actually took shape some time between the
second half of the 17™ century and the beginning of the 18" century. It was through the wide
circulation of the Ochiboshiu, one of the documents that records the karmic bonds between
the Muramasa-made swords and the Tokugawa family, that the opinion of Muramasa
swords as haunted spread to the commoner class. It would also seem that as the “curse of
Muramasa” was further taken up in everything from senryu poetry to Kabuki plays, the
legend of these ill-fated swords took root and has persisted to the present day.

This manuscript examines the particulars of the transmission of the Muramasa sword
now in the Tokugawa Art Museum collection and, in addition to clarifying how the legend
of the Muramasa curse came about, also considers the possibility that the spread of the
Muramasa legend was tacitly endorsed by the shogunate. As context, I propose the theory
that since it was Ieyasu himself who ordered his son Nobuyasu's suicide, the Edo shogunate
leveraged the legend of the cursed sword to evade the stigma of Ieyasu’s essentially having
murdered his own son.

The Marriage of Shunkyoin Sachigimi and the Chrysanthemum-Stem Furnishings
YOSHIKAWA Miho

The Chrysanthemum-Stem Furnishings in the collection of the Tokugawa Art Museum
are a set of wedding furnishings with designs of chrysanthemum stems in maki-e lacquer
on nashiji sprinkled gold ground of which more than eighty pieces survive, making it the
largest set of Edo-period daimyo wedding furnishings in Japan. According to the collections
records of the Owarl Tokugawa family, it was the wedding trousseau of Sachigimi (1820-1840),
who married in from the Konoe family to become the second wife of the eleventh lord of
Owarl, Nariharu, in 1836 (Tenpo 7). It has also been established that some of the furnishings
from the trousseau of Takagimi (1730-1778), the first wife of ninth-generation Munechika,
who also came from the Konoe family, were mixed in with this set.

This study examines the full story behind this set of furnishings that has been passed
down in the Owari Tokugawa family as well as the circumstances of its use after the
death of Sachigimi by analysis of these collection records. Through the letters that were
exchanged between the Konoe and Owari Tokugawa families and other documentation, it
has been made clear that Sachigimi did not bring these furnishings with her as a dowry, but
rather that the set of items was prepared for her on her husband’s side for receiving her
into the Tokugawa family.

Furthermore, I focus on the reapplication of the dual family crests—the Tokugawa
hollyhock crest and the Konoe peony—as well as the coloration of the nashiji sprinkled
ground and the ratio of the use of gold and silver, the expression of the designs, and so forth
to divide the set into four categories, for which I propose different dates of production and
different users. Considering that wedding trousseaus utilizing large volumes of gold in the
nashiji ground indicate high social status and were limited to use by the shogunal family and



From this study, it is revealed that Yoshikatsu himself had a strong awareness as a
member of Gosanke and tried to support the Tokugawa shogunate family after the alliance
between the Owarl clan and the new government by ordering subordinate warriors secretly
to work for the continuance of the Tokugawa shogunate family behind the scenes.

THE TOKUGAWA ART MUSEUM

Articles

Thoughts on the Illustrated Tale of Haizumi (Haizumi monogatari emaki)
YOTSUTSUJI Hideki

The Illustrated Tale of Haizumi is a two-volume illustrated handscroll. The story tells of a
certain monk who visits a young woman, who makes herself up with black eyebrow powder
(hatzumi) instead of white face powder by mistake due to the suddenness of his visit. Seeing
her, the monk is shocked and runs away. The woman's deep sadness brings about a religious
awakening and she takes the tonsure, becoming a nun and secluding herself away at a quiet
mountain hermitage at Ono village in Kitayama.

Regarding the dating of the scroll, analyses of the pictorial style of the illustrations placing
its production to the 15" century, during the Muromachi period, have been dominant in
recent years. The current study presents additional consideration of the calligraphic style
of the text of the scroll, which has previously been attributed to Prince Son'en (1298-1356)
and Ton'a (1289-1372), and argues that, while differences in brushwork had previously been
attributed to the involvement of two separate calligraphers, in fact the entire work is by a
single hand, even the captions inscribed within the pictures. The calligraphic style differs
from that of Prince Son'en and Ton'a, and rather suggests the work of a noted calligrapher,
such as an aristocrat or important monk of the Fushimi-in school that originated from the
style of Emperor Fushimi, who studied classical calligraphy based on the Sesonji school. I
also touch on the possibility that the calligrapher may have been a first- or second-generation
female descendant of Emperor Fushimi himself.

As for the illustrations of this scroll, although they do reveal some of the pictorial tastes
of the Seiryoji-bon version Yiza nenbutsu engi emaki produced in the years of Oei 21-
24 (1414-1417), the facial features of the figures are different. Also, various attributes, such
as the shading and coloring of the meticulously rendered buildings and the composition
that superimposes the unfolding plot of the story over the transitions of the four seasons,
demonstrate a strong preservation of expressive styles of the late Kamakura and
Nanbokucho periods, suggesting that a date of production in the second half of the 14™
century, or Nanbokucho period, may be more appropriate for this handscroll.

History of the Katana Sword, signed “Muramasa,” and the Legend of the Muramasa Curse
HARA Fumihiko

Swords made by Muramasa are said to have been cursed swords that brought tragedy
upon the Tokugawa family. As legend has it, the swords used in the assassinations of both
Tokugawa leyasu's grandfather Kiyoyasu and his father Hirotada, as well as the blade
used in the beheading of Ieyasu's eldest son Nobuyasu upon his suicide were all made by
Muramasa. Ieyasu himself is said to have injured himself on a Muramasa small knife and



Unfortunately, things did not go easy, in part because middlemen dealing in Japanese
lacquer, who had connections with peasants and persons who tapped the lacquer in the
Odawara domain were traditionally situated in other domains and extended monetary
loans to many of them. To sever the connection, villages requested monetary loans from
the Odawara domain and resolved the issue of debts owed to the middlemen in the other
domains. The restrictions on lacquer solution in the Odawara domain was gradually
implemented in this manner.

A study on the ranking expressed in administrating politics of the Tokugawa shogunate
by analyzing the Bakufu-nikki (a daily record of the Tokugawa shogunate) in 1734
FUKAI Masaumi

Edo period society was one in which formality was practiced to a high degree. Various
formalities were obligatory, not only for ceremonies or regular annual events, but for routine
political activities as well. This study determines the formality implemented based on
social standing or position, such as by Daimyo (a feudal lord), Bakushin (a shogun’s retainer),
Baishin (an indirect retainer) and so on, focusing on rooms where audiences with Shogun
were given or orders by a Roju (a member of Shogun's council of elders) or Wakadoshiyor:
(a managerial position in the Tokugawa shogunate) were given on occasions of political
activities.

In this context, a room to be used for an audience with Shogun was specified minutely
according to the audience’s standing or position. In a similar manner, a room in which
an order was conveyed to Daimyo or Bakushin, by Roju or Wakadoshiyori, might be
differentiated by the proximity or distance from where Shogun was residing, depending on
the individual’s social standing.

Setting up those differentials, an authority of Shogun was enhanced and order in samurai
society (warrilor society) was maintained, while also providing a sense of stability within the
government.

A study of the internal affairs and political trends of the Owari Tokugawa clan around
1868
FUJITA Hideaki

This study examines the internal affairs and political trends of the Owari Tokugawa clan
around 1868. Previous studies centers around the trends of Tokugawa Yoshikatsu, the 14™
head of the Owari Tokugawa clan and in retirement at that time. It is said that Yoshikatsu,
despite being the head of Gosanke (the three independent branches of Tokugawa family),
committed the coup for the restoration of imperial rule in 1867 and worked for inaugurating
the new government. As the battle of Toba-Fushimi occurred in January, 1868 and the
shogunate army was defeated, Yoshikatsu showed a trend of taking sides with the new
government such as purging the pro-shogunate subordinate warriors of the Owari clan and
persuading neighboring lords to take part with the new government.

However, this thesis raises a question that it is appropriate or not to say Yoshikatsu
decisions resulted in the trends of the Owari Tokugawa clan at that time. In this thesis it
Is pointed out that it was the anti-shogunate subordinate warriors of the clan, the leading
members of the domain school Meirin-dou, who lead the purge of the pro-shogunate
subordinate warriors and the persuasion to neighboring lords.



business line, to compensate for the revenue decrease caused by depletion of the resources,
as well as the burden of taxation. The side jobs involved financing to merchants who dealt in
the annual tax with rice; rich farmers; feudal warriors who served the Owari family and so
forth; trade in grain such as rice used to pay the annual tax; development of new rice fields;
and so forth.

These activities led to an outflow of funds obtained from forestry to other industries, or to
some areas other than the mountain villages. This also led to employment hardships among
the inhabitants of mountain villages, and an economic depression (or strains on the system)
in mountain villages in the future.

A study concerning natural calamities and relief activities in mountain villages based on
Tenponenchu-minoare-shisonden with a case study of Minamiyama Village in Mogami
County, Dewa-no-kuni

KURIBARA Kenichi

This study examines the heavy flood and landslide occurred in 1833, the food shortage
with it and its relief by analyzing Tenponenchu-minoare-shisonden written by Kakizaki
Yazaemon, the village headman of Minamiyama Village in Mogami County, Dewa-no-kuni
(now Okura Village in Mogami County, Yamagata Prefecture). Tenponenchu-minoare-
shisonden 1s one of the records of Kuno-bunko Library, which consists of the library of
Sekiguchi Takayoshi, the 1*" governor of Shizuoka Prefecture, and now a part of Aoi-bunko
Library in the possession of Shizuoka Prefectural Central Library.

First, this thesis checked out the facts about Sekiguchi Takayoshi and Kunoé-bunko
Library, and then examined the several versions of Tenponenchii-minoare-shisonden.

Second, after confirming the outline of Minamiyama Villege and Kakizaki Yaemon, this
thesis overviewed the damage of the heavy flood and landslide to Minamiyama Villege in
1833.

Third, this thesis stated the disaster relief in Minamiyama Villege such as reducting or
exempting nengu (land tax), dealing out rice porridge, suppling food and medicine and so on
by following the activities of the village headman.

Finally, this thesis showed specifically how the lord and officials of the Shinjo clan went
round the villege and checked out the damage. A noticable fact is also revealed that Yaemon
felt grateful for the lord’s activity, so he made the lord’s portrait and praised his benevolent
rule.

A Study of distribution controlling policy on Japanese lacquer solution by villages in the
Odawara domain and the domain during the Bunka era (1804~1818)
KIRYU Kaisei
This study compiles the policies for local specialties taken by the Odawara domain and
examines a reality of the distribution control of Japanese lacquer solution, and how it
influenced the villages, as an example. The policy of the Lord of the Odawara domain
during the Bunka era was different from that of his predecessor, who had increased the
annual tax. His policy was to limit the distribution of local specialties within the domain
so as to encourage their production. As one of these policies, the distribution of Japanese
lacquer solution that had been widely produced and distributed in the past was controlled
through a government office called Kokusan-kata.
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A study concerning an administrator (Oyamamori) who controlled forests in a selection
process of logged trees for lumber production, conducted by the Owari domain during
the Horeki era (1750~1764) in the Edo period.

OTA Naohiro

The Owari domain implemented forestry administration reforms in Kyoho era (1716~1736),
reflecting on the deforestation in the 17" century. It preferentially cut down trees that could
no longer grow, due to damage, etc., and through this the domain organized a system to
obtain necessary lumber.

Within the forests of the Owari domain, a basic policy of spontaneous regeneration
of forest was adopted. This system eliminated inferior trees and established a basis to
smoothly passed on it to the next generation. However, to implement this measure it was
indispensable to have local administrators who were capable of judging characteristics of the
forests and conditions of trees.

The study analyzed a process during the Horeki era (1750~1764) by which Oyamamori,
a newly established post created through the forestry administration reform, intervened
in duties of traditional administrators, referred to as Yamatedai, and took control of the
forestry administration, clarifying that Oyamamori played a role in properly maintaining the
forests and nurturing good-quality native forests of Japanese cypress.

A study of economic crises that occurred in mountain villages in the late Edo period,
taking the case of Outakimura, Shinano-no-kuni as an example
OSAKI Akira

This study follows a previous one (appearing in Bulletin Vol. 51 of The Tokugawa Institute
for the History of Forestry, 2017 March issue), which examined historical characteristics of
the Edo period when viewed from the perspective of life in mountain villages where people
engaged in farming and forestry.

In this study, the subject period is the Genroku era (1688~1704), a time of economic
turnabout. The area covered is the Kiso region in territory of the Owari domain.

A summary of the study result follows. In the early Edo period, the Owari domain had
made a great profits by directly overseeing the cutting of lumber in the Kiso mountains on a
large scale, thanks to its domain-owned forests with bountiful forest resources.

Employment undertaken by inhabitants of the mountain villages within the domain who
were engaged in cutting down trees and hauling lumber was stable. However, depletion of
the forest resources in Kiso mountains gradually became noticeable, and revenues from the
forestry decreased. As a result, the domain gave up its management of forestry which was
taken over by lumber merchants.

Management by the lumber merchants reinforced related jobs other than the main
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