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Introduction of Historical Material

Research Notes on “Sokui-no-ki” (II)
NAMIKI Masashi
In follow-up of Part I, appearing in “Kinko Sosho” No. 45 (issued on March 30, 2018), this
issue further examines the records of the enthronement ceremony of Emperor Gokomyo,
known as the “Kan'ei-ki,” and the enthronement ceremony of Emperor Reigen, known as
the “Kanbun-ki,” which together comprise the “Sokui-no-ki” record that was passed down
in the Owari Tokugawa family (hereinafter referred to as the Tokugawa Art Museum
version). According to the “Kokusho Somokuroku” comprehensive catalogue of pre-modern
manuscripts, ten manuscripts containing both the “Kan'ei-ki” and “Kanbun-ki,” and sixteen
single manuscripts of either the “Kan'ei-ki” or “Kanbun-ki” are known to exist. No other
manuscript transcribing the same amount of text as the Tokugawa Art Museum version
could be identified. In addition, there is a manuscript in the Cabinet Library (Naikaku
Bunko) Collection of the National Archives of Japan with additional content that should
be considered a variant version, or “beppon,” and attention is given to the content that
complements the “Kan'ei-ki“ text of the Tokugawa Art Museum version. The Tokugawa
Art Museum version is a rare book mounted in handscroll format, which is unlike any of the
other manuscripts, and it is pointed out that the Owari Tokugawa family may have acquired
it in the late Edo period. Since the signature of Nijo Yasumichi at the beginning of each
scroll was considered to be the authentic autograph of Yasumichi, in the latter part of the
Edo period, the manuscript was considered an important book that was kept close at hand
by the Lord of the Owari Tokugawa family.



and Flowers of the Four Seasons (Important Cultural Property, Tokyo National Museum) on
Tan'yu’s left screen. By way of context for that influence, it confirms that regard for the art
of Sesshu and Lu Ji had been increasing beginning in around the middle of the 17th century.

The article also considers the influence Lu Ji's bird and flower paintings on Tan'yu's work.
Tan'yt not only referenced many of Li Ji's bird and flower motifs, but he also incorporated
Lu's compositions in his paintings. For example, the compositional structure involving trees
and rocks drawn in thick black lines at the edges of the picture and flowers and birds
delicately drawn in the center of the picture, producing an effect like a picture frame, is
shared by Lu Ji's Birds and Flowers of the Four Seasons (Tokyo National Museum) and
Tan'yu's Birds and Flowers of the Four Seasons (1672, Eihei-ji Temple). The author also
points out that this composition method was frequently used by Tan'ya from his fifties
onward and further that this method was inherited in works by other Kano School artists
from Tan'yQ’'s time onward.

The Illustrated Handscroll of True View of the Tsukiji Estate with Plants, Insects
and Fish
ANDO Kaori

The Tokugawa Art Museum collection [llustrated Handscroll of True View of the Tsukiji
Estate with Plants, Insects and Fish is a handscroll featuring actual views of the Owarl
Tokugawa family’s storehouse estate located in Tsukiji, Kobiki-cho, Edo, at the beginning
and end of the scroll, with sketches of plants, insects and fish between them.

This article traces the historical transition of the Tsukiji storehouse estate through
various materials such as old records and pictorial maps. Regarding the scenes of the
estate, it demonstrates that the work attempts to recreate the beautiful and spacious view
of Tsukiji, that it symbolically references the fishing industry that was the pride of the
storehouse estate, and further that it emphasizes the eight-span bridge that was a highlight
of the Tsukiji estate. Regarding the sketches, the article suggests that the illustrations were
based on direct observation due to the level of detail and vivid depictions of the color, form,
and texture of each organism. It also argues that the work is further based on traditional
painting subjects, demonstrating how they intersect with sketches from life and illustrated
catalogues of natural history.

The composition of this work was developed in such a way that viewers are first invited
into the gardens of the Owari family through the true view scene at the opening of the
scroll, which depicted the storehouse estate, then, after encountering the various attractive
living organisms that are found on the estate grounds, they are shown the expansive
scenery of Edo Bay at the end of the scroll. In this way, the artist’s intention to highlight
the appeal of the Tsukiji storehouse estate and render it as a “famous estate” can be seen
throughout. Considering that it is reasonable to assume that the scroll was produced in the
first half of the 19th century, the article also proposes the possibility that it was produced in
the 2nd quarter of the 19th century when development of the Tsukiji storehouse estate was
advancing.



established by a leading figure in the sword field sometime after World War II.

Moreover, it considers the inscriptions of both swords as historical documents and
demonstrates that from the extended inscription of the “Honsaku Chogi” sword (which is
comprised of an additional 58 characters) it is possible to determine that around the time
of the Battle of Odawara, the Nagao family had been subordinate to the Yura family, a
prestigious clan in the same Kanto region and that the family name may also have survived
even after that battle.

On the Subjects of the Portrait of Honda Heihachiré Folding Screen
YOSHIKAWA Miho

The Important Cultural Property two-panel folding screen Portrait of Honda Hethachiro in
the collection of the Tokugawa Art Museum is a masterpiece of genre painting representing
the Kan'el era (1624-1644) depicting an exchange of letters. It is a valuable work as it is
confirmed from written records that it was owned by the Owari Tokugawa family in the
late Edo period under the title Portrait of Honda Hethachi. A theory has been proposed that
of the six men and women in the image, the young man on the left is thought to be Honda
Tadatoki (1596-1626) based on the traditional title of “Honda Heihachir6” ascribed to the
screen, and the woman on the right wearing a kosode robe with Tokugawa crests is thought
to be the first daughter of Tokugawa Hidetada, who became Senhime (1597-1666), Tadatoki's
official wife. However, there is another theory that this specious attribution based on the
couple’s noted romance, and the actual subject of the image has not been firmly established.

This article examines the rank and age of the figures in the image based on the customs
and historical documentation of samurai families of that time and determines that the
woman wearing the kosode robe with the Tokugawa crest would have been a married
woman of the Tokugawa family and proposes that Senhime was the only woman who met
this requirement. On the other hand, it is difficult to believe that the young man is Honda
Tadatoki because of the way he wears his hair with the forelocks still intact in the manner
of a youth not yet come of age, which also creates a sense of incongruity to the pairing of the
man and woman. In 1629 (Kan'ei 6), after Tadatoki’'s death, Senhime (age 33) was presented
with a marriage proposal to her nephew Maeda Mitsutaka (age 15). The author proposes the
theory that by representing Tadatoki as a youthful figure, the painting is layering his image
with that of Mitsutaka in order to encourage the idea of Senhime’s remarriage to the young
Mitsutaka.

Folding Screens with Birds and Flowers of the Four Seasons by Kano Tan’yu
KATO Shohei
This article focuses on the work Folding Screens with Birds and Flowers of the Four
Seasons (Tokugawa Art Museum) by Kano Tan'ya (1602-1674), which was handed down
in the Owari Tokugawa family and is estimated to have been painted around 1654 to 1661
based on the style of signature. In particular, it indicates the influence of the court painter
Lu Ji, who was active during the Hongzhi era (1488-1505) of the Ming Dynasty in China, on
Tan'yu's work.
First, the article points out the influence of Sesshi’'s Folding Screens with Birds and
Flowers of the Four Seasons (Important Cultural Property, The Maeda Ikutokukai
Foundation) on the right screen of Tan'yu's pair and the “Winter Scene” from Lu Ji's Birds
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A study on a development of rice paddy fields and its history origins in mountain villages
of the Akita Domain in the 19" century, and an introduction of related historic materials
KATO Morihiro, HAGA Kazuki, WATANABE Keiichi

The purpose of this study was to bring ancient writings owned by MINATO Eikou into
print and analyze their contents. As a result of the study, the following points were clarified.
Ancestors of the Minato family served as a kimoiri (a person in the post of village head) in
Arase village in the Edo period.

During the Edo period, forestry and hunting activities were performed in Arase, one of
the typical mountain villages.

Although not much attention was devoted to the subject in traditional studies, the
inhabitants of Arase village were also active in agriculture.

In particular, the ancestors of the Minato family developed considerable rice paddy
acreage, and for this purpose constructed a long irrigation canal.

These accomplishments were handed down to the present through historic writings and
epigraphs.

THE TOKUGAWA ART MUSEUM

Articles

A Reconsideration of the Transmission of the Katana Swords Known as “Honsaku Chogi”
and “Yamanba-giri”
HARA Fumihiko

The sword inscribed “Honsaku Chogi ... (remainder omitted)” purchased by the Third Lord
of Owari, Tokugawa Tsunanari, in 1681 (Enpo 9) was formerly owned by Nagao Akinaga,
who served the Odawara-Hojo family. It is known from the long inscription that it had
been in the possession of Akinaga during the conquest and siege of Odawara by Toyotomi
Hideyoshi in 1590 (Tensho 18) and that a later inscription was added by the swordsmith
Kunihiro, who had been invited to the Kanto region. In addition, there is another sword
known as “Yamanba-giri” (private collection) that Kunihiro is said to have copied from this
“Honsaku Chogi” sword around the same time.

The title “Yamanba-giri“ (literally, “Mountain hag-killer”) is said to be derived from the
fact that the owner had used it to kill Yamanba, the demon hag of the mountains, and was
a name given to the private collection sword. However, it is commonly accepted in current
sword scholarship circles that the original “Honsaku Chogi” sword was originally itself
known as “Yamanba-giri” and that the sword in the private collection was a complete copy
of that work, including its title.

This article examines the history and stewardship of “Honsaku Chogi,” looking back at
the contents of the Owari family collection records and clarifying that the “Honsaku Chogi”
sword had not, in fact, previously been known by the title “Yamanba-giri.”

Next, it explores the transmission of the private collection sword known as “Yamanba-
giri” and the route to its rediscovery in modern times. In addition, it investigates the roots of
the name from historical documents and reveals that an erroneous legend of its origin was



Research Note

A Study on a production of forest products of Kashimo village focusing on the production
of Kushiki timber (wooden comb materials) by examining writings of the Naiki family
KAYABA Masahito

This paper studied writings from the Naiki family, who served as an Ovamamori
(administrator) for Miure & Three villages in the Edo period, focusing particularly on
production of Kushiki timber among the productions of forest products in Noshu Three
Villages, including Kashimo village. The three villages were Kawaue, Tsukechi and Kashimo,
located on the southwestern slope of Mt. Kiso. As the result of study, the following were
clarified.

1. The production of combs boomed at post-towns of the Kiso area during the Edo period,
with production and sales at Yabuhara post-town going especially well. The trees for
Kushiki timber were extracted from forests in area of the Noshu Three Villages, including
Kashimo village.

2. The production of Kushik: was positioned as a cash crop to obtain daily supplies such as
tea and salt for the people of Kashimo village. The Naiki family, the Oyamamor:, facilitated
their forest use based on the fact that the production of Kushiki timber contributed to the
villages’ sustenance.

A study examining the details of movements of job duty and historic consciousness of
NAKANO Kumasuke in writings of NAKANO Kumasuke, who was employed in the
service of the Naruse family, a senior vassal of the Owari Domain

TAKIGUCHI Masaya

This study’s aim is to introduce the writings of NAKANO Kumasuke that are in
possession of the Tokugawa Institute for the History of Forestry. It was to obtain an overall
picture of the characteristics of his writings and also investigate in particular the career
developments and historic consciousness of Kumasuke.

As a result, it was clarified that he was a vassal on duty in Edo and while conducting
information-gathering activity in the form of a rusui (a liaison officer in Edo), he provided
confidential information, gaining the confidence from successive heads of the Naruse family.
Further, it was clarified that being valued for his ability of martial arts by the Naruse family,
he held a prominent position to instruct martial arts to the vassals of the Naruse family at
the end of the Edo period, a time when society was in strained conditions due to domestic
and external concerns.

In addition, NAKANO Kumasuke made efforts to enhance the rank of his master, the
Naruse family and the historic consciousness among the Nakano family, establishing
connections with prestigious families among the Tokugawa daimyo (hereditary feudal lords)
through marriage.

As a result of the examination of those writings, it was verified that these materials
serve as important historical papers for investigating the status of the Naruse family and its
vassals.



headmen known as “Shoya,” who controlled villages labor mobilization, and so forth.

In the end, the economies of the mountain villages at the end of the Edo period faced a
deadlock vis-a-vis resources and market sales channels on the economic cycle.

The situation reached a point where it was difficult to restore it to match the scale of the
domestic economy.

The study concluded that economic expansion through opening of the country and an
industrial development policy overseen by a strong administrative mechanism (L.e. a unified
government) were inevitable for rebuilding (i.e. modernizing) the economy.

An examinination of regulations in mountain villages in the late Edo period: The case of
the Osarube region, Akita district (Akita-gun) in Dewa Province (Dewa-no-kuni)
KURIBARA Kenichi

During the Edo period, areas were regulated by laws set down by the shogunate and domains,
while at the same time, there were also autonomous village laws known as “Mura-Okite”.

This study examined the contents of agreements for a locality in the late Edo period, the
Osarube area, Akita district (now Kita Akita city, Akita prefecture). Through the study, the
following were revealed

There were three kinds of agreements implemented for this region, of which the “Hitosawa
Sadamegaki” was the core agreement among them. The agreement extended to “Hitosawa,”
an area comprising a group of villages extending along the Osarube River.

The content of each agreement covered a broad range of issues related to rituals, daily
life, livelihoods and so forth.

It would appear that collaborative lives and order within the area were maintained
through the adoption of this specific, detailed agreement as a local custom.

A study of materials concerning Commodore Perry’s visit, which was given in papers
pasted on “Shoshina Shinbungaki,” produced by TOKUGAWA Yoshikatsu, the 14th head
of the Owari family

FUJITA Hideaki

This study examined the information-gathering activities of TOKUGAWA Yoshikatsu, the
14th head of the Owari family.

The object of the study was the historical document called “Shoshina Shinbungaki”
produced by Yoshikatsu, and drawings pasted on it were analyzed.

As a result of the study, the following were revealed:

1. The drawings collected by Yoshikatsu were provided by his vassals and kept in Yoshikatsu's
personal library. At some time or other they were organized and collated as “Shoshina
Shinbungaki”.

2. However, they were not necessarily well organized, with the drawings pasted at
random. This appears indicative of Yoshikatsu's character.

3. It became clear from “Shoshina Shinbungaki” that Yoshikatsu showed particularly high
interest in steamboats, machinery, etc. among materials about foreign countries. It was also
clarified that he not only sought information about military armaments, such as western
cannons, but also conducted considerable research on his own.
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A study of timber merchant NARAYA Mozaemon
TAKEUCHI Makoto
This study focused on clarifying the true situation of NARAYA Mozaemon, a wealthy
merchant of the Genroku period, who was admired together with KINOKUNIY A Bunzaemon.
Maximum efforts were devoted to investigating matters related to his birth that had
been veiled to date, the process by which he earned considerable profits and so forth,
using newly discovered historical papers, which added new insights to research concerning
NARAYA Mozaemon.

A study about the “Oku” and “Naka-oku” sections in Edo Castle during the era of the
third Shogun Iemitsu, mainly focusing on the functions of “Oku-Gozanoma” and “Naka-oku
Kuro-shoin”

FUKAI Masaumi

The Honmaru palace of Edo castle (honmaru refers to the keep of a castle) was
apportioned into “Omote” (the front), a place for rituals and politics, and “Oku” (the rear)
where the Shogun worked and lived. Politically, the centers of the “Omote” were called
“Kuro-shoin” and “Shiro-shoin,” and the center of “Oku” was “Gozanoma,” which were rooms
used for audiences with the Shogun.

Were the above rooms used differently depending upon the social rank or position of
persons meeting the Shogun, the contents of the events and so forth? In addition, during the
era of the third Shogun Iemitsu, another place existed, which was referred to as the “Naka-
oku.” Where was the “Naka-oku” located, and why did it come to be called “Naka-oku"?

In this study, these questions were examined by deciphering the historical record titled
“Edo Bakufu Nikki” (Edo Shogunate Diary).

A study of economic crises that occurred in mountain villages in the late Edo period,
taking the case of Outakimura, Shinano-no-kuni as an example
OSAKI Akira

The purpose of this study is to attempt a historical positioning of the Edo period through
analysis of actual forestry conditions and local economic changes over 200 years in the Kiso
Mountains region of the Owari Domain, one of Japan's leading timber production areas
during the Edo period.

In Bulletin No.54 of 2019, it an aspect was clarified that society and the economy of a
community of mountain villages lapsed into critical situations. These involved situations
that workers who cut down trees and hauled lumber (referred to respectively as “Soma”
and “Hiyoh”) worked away from home, a duty burden of mandatory labor service (called
as “Sukego”) at post stations on the Nakasendo throughfare, the financial failures of village



Appendixes

A catalog of historical materials concerning the Owari Tokugawa family-Part Sixteen

A catalog of historical materials concerning NAKANO Kumasuke, a vassal of the Naruse
family, which was a senior vassal of the Owari domain and also lord of Inuyama castle
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