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Restoration Report

On the Restoration of Two National Treasure Kendai Book Rests and a Portable Incense
Utensil Set with Hatsune Motif in Maki-e Sprinkled Gold
YOSHIKAWA Miho

The wedding trousseau familiarly known as the “Hatsune Furnishings” in the collection of
the Tokugawa Art Museum consists of items created for the marriage of Chiyohime (1637-
1698), the eldest daughter of the 3rd Shogun Tokugawa Iemitsu, to Tokugawa Mitsutomo,
the second Lord of Owari, in 1639 (Kan'ei 16). The set is comprised of forty-seven items with
designs based on the “Hatsune” chapter of the Tale of Genji, ten with designs based on the
“Kocho” chapter, and thirteen miscellaneous objects, including maki-e lacquerware with other
designs as well as swords and textiles. The set of seventy objects in total has collectively
been designated a National Treasure. From written records, it has been determined that
the lacquered furnishings with “Hatsune” and other maki-e designs were made by Choja, the
10th-generation head of the Koami family, and are esteemed as masterpieces demonstrating
the pinnacle of maki-e craftsmanship in all the history of lacquer arts.

The “Hatsune Furnishings” have generally been preserved in good condition, but certain
objects show degradation in the lacquer surface due to age and others display signs of
structural weakness due to shrinking of the wood support or cracking, separation, lifting or
delamination of the lacquer layer in some places. In particular, one of a pair of kendai book
rests had a large crack in its base, and the lacquer bodies of two incense burners and an
ash box from a set of portable incense utensils were severely deteriorated and cracked as
a result of the extreme heat associated with burning incense. Consequently, repairs were
conducted mainly to stabilize the surface layer and consolidate cracked and lifting areas.

From June 2018 to March 2021, restoration with the primary goal of preserving the
existing state of the objects was carried out by the Mejiro Lacquerware Art and Culture
Institute under the guidance of the Agency for Cultural Affairs. In addition to grants
from the Japanese government and Aichi Prefecture, this project also received funding
through the Sumitomo Foundation's “Grants for Projects for the Protection, Preservation &
Restoration of Cultural Properties” program.



Kanto Earthquake. Since the main building, in particular, was an important structure that
embodied the design concept behind this residence, this paper examines the building in
comparison with the construction details of the meeting hall for the Great Japan Private
Hygiene Society, which was also commissioned by Nagayo, and presents how it attracted
attention when it appeared in the Architectural Design Exhibition at the Tokyo Industrial
Exhibition. Also, the structure of the secondary buildings at the residence during the period
when the Owari Tokugawa lived there is also examined based on surviving drawings and
oral interviews, confirming the functions of their various rooms.

In addition to rethinking the existence and significance of the Azabu Fujimiché mansion
within the history of the Owari family, this study also attempts to position it within the
context of the Japanese peerage and architectural history.

Introduction of Historical Materials

The Kenchiiji bochi kaisé nisshi (Journal of the Kenchji Temple Cemetery Reinterment
Project)
ANDO Kaori

The Kenchuyi bocht kaiso nisshi (Tokugawa Art Museum Collection, hereafter “the Nisshi”)
is a record documenting the project to reorganize and reinter remains at the gravesites of
the Owari Tokugawa family at Tokkosan Kenchaji temple (in Higashi-ku, Nagoya city) in
1952 and 1953. This historical resource describes aspects of the excavated state of the tombs
that cannot be ascertained from the currently surviving archaeological features as well as
details of now lost artifacts that were uncovered at the time. As such, it contains much
useful content that supplements present research on the family mausoleum of the Owari
Tokugawa.

From among the various records that are bound together to form the Nisski, this article
has extracted and reprinted the sections related to the excavation itself and the details
of the archaeological features that were uncovered. It also presents a table listing the 38
deceased who were reinterred, along with the names of the compilers of the epitaphs on
the memorial tablets, the types of underground features, and the dates of excavation that
could be determined from the Nisshi as well as descriptions of the shapes of the epitaph
plates that could be ascertained from a related set of historical resources, the “photographs
of Kenchtji Temple Cemetery before reinterment.” In addition, this study also includes all of
the cross-section sketches of coffins appearing in the NVisshi.

Reviewing the above materials, it was found that there were several features in common
with the burial sites of the Tokugawa shogunal family, such as the presence of a large
amount of vermilion enclosed in the coffins, the various kinds of burial goods, such as skikim:
leaves with the name of the Buddha inscribed on them, that accompanied the deceased, and
the compilers of the epitaphs being largely Confucian scholars. This historical resource not
only furthers research on the mausoleum of the Owari Tokugawa family; it also will surely
contribute more generally to the advancement of study on gravesites of daimyo lords of
the early-modern period, which is advancing as a complex interdisciplinary field involving
archaeological, historical, religious, and anthropological research.



5th Shogun Tokugawa Tsunayoshi on March 18, 1698 (Genroku 11). This onari goten was
adorned with picture albums, hanging scrolls, and other objects in addition to wall panel
paintings by the Edo Kano school that no longer exist. However, information about these
paintings was recorded in the historical documents of the Owari family. This paper considers
the identities of the creators of these images and their subjects and examines the structure
of the Kano School and the painting style of these wall panel paintings through an analysis
of the historical materials discussing the onar: goten space.

First, the paper examines the structure of the Kano School. Kano Tanshin was put in
charge of the designs for the highest-ranking space of the onar: goten, the formal audience
hall known as the omoteshoin, but the highest-ranking artist in the Kano School at the time
was Tsunenobu. Consequently, this study identifies a precedent for ranking of the artists
within the Kano School and presents the possibility that Tanshin was in fact in a position to
lead the school at this time. In addition, it points out that Tsunenobu and Tanshin also both
deferred to Eishuku as head of the Kano School, thereby contributing to an orderly system
centering on a single head of family.

Next, the paper considers the style of the wall paintings. To begin, note is taken of the
ways in which the paintings of the onar: goten palace do not follow the standard conventions
of Kano School wall paintings. However, in each building, the painting subjects are chosen
to suit the functions of the rooms they adorn. Further, it is postulated that the painting
subjects in the main building were unified around a springtime seasonal theme, while in each
of the other buildings the season changed by room. Most importantly, the images were not
executed in the sokin style, involving covering the majority of the painting surface with gold
leaf, which had been the predominant mode until the beginning of the early modern period.
Instead, oshihaku sunago, which consisted of applying gold leaf to only a part of the surface
and sprinkling the surface with gold powder, had become a higher-status style.

These results of this study present a different understanding of the structure of the Kano
School and its wall panel painting style than had previously been assumed. The records
of the onari goten are valuable historical materials for investigating the state of the Kano
School in the Genroku era.

Report on the Owari Tokugawa Family’s Azabu Fujimicho Mansion (Part 1): From residence
of Baron Nagayo designed by Jan Letzel, to residence of the Owari Tokugawa
KOYAMA-HAYASHI Rie

This paper is the first part of a study on the Azabu Fujimiché mansion of the Owari
Tokugawa family (in use: 1913-1931) in Tokyo. On April 15, 1912, the Owari Tokugawa
family purchased the residence of the late Baron Nagayo Shokichi (1886-1910). Shokichi had
commissioned the Czech architect, Jan Letzel (1880-1925), to design the main building of
this residence, and moved into it in May 1910, but died in September of the same year. It
is believed that the Owari Tokugawa family purchased the residence, which had garnered
public attention at the time, after learning through Nagai Kyuichiro (1852-1913) that it was
going to be sold.

This paper examines the transformation of the residence in terms of three periods: 1) its
period as the residence of Baron Nagayo; 2) the first half of the Owari family’s occupancy
after expansion and reconstruction prior to moving in; and 3) the latter half of the Owari
occupancy when large-scale expansion and reconstruction took place following the Great



responsibility for the care of sick family members, came to terms with the death of a loved
one. It focuses on Naiki Hikoshichi (Takehisa), who lived in the village of Kashimo.

Part 1 describes Hikoshichi's various efforts to cure his ailing mother. He had her
examined by a physician, arranged for her to take medicine, and asked a religious ascetic to
pray on her behalf.

Part 2 describes how she was cared for in her final days, her funeral, and the Buddhist
services in her memory. Hikoshichi, resigned to his mother’'s impending death because of the
doctor’s diagnosis and her weakened state, started to make funeral arrangements. After her
death, he abstained from his official duties to attend her funeral and memorial services and
mourn for her.

Part 3 examines two cases of children’s deaths. It is noted that no period of mourning was
observed for a child who died before the age of seven.

The above analysis leads to the following conclusions. Hikoshichi's assessment of whether
the patient would live or die was determined by the physician’'s diagnosis and what he
himself observed as her caregiver. This point may apply to early modern Japan in general,
regardless of social status. Further, the death of a child under seven was perceived
differently to that of an adult.

Research Note

The visits to Inuyama by the fourth and twelfth daimyo of Owari domain, Tokugawa
Yoshimichi and Tokugawa Naritaka: A comparative study
IKENOYA Kyosuke

This study compares visits by two daimyo of Owari to their vassals, the Naruse clan, in
Inuyama. The first, by the fourth daimyo, Tokugawa Yoshimichi, took place in 1709. The
second, by the twelfth daimyo, Tokugawa Naritaka, took place in 1843.

Several points are made. First, Yoshimichi’s trip took the form of an official visit (onarz)
with all the pomp which that entailed. He was served a ceremonial meal at the palace in
Inuyama, complete with the customary three sake cups. He also exchanged gifts of swords
with his host, as would the shogun when visiting a vassal.

Naritaka’s visit, on the other hand, was a “tour of inspection” (gojunran). He was
accompanied by a procession consisting largely of officials from his personal household, such
as pages and personal attendants. The meals served and gifts exchanged were less elaborate
than in Yoshimichi's day. This greater economy is attributed in part to concern about Owari's
straitened finances. It was also out of consideration for the Naruse clan, which had suffered a
fire the previous year. Naritaka's desire to inspect his domains is acknowledged as well.
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On the Wall Paintings of the Onari Goten of the Owari Family’s Kojimachi Residence:
Trends in the Edo Kano School in the Genroku Era

USUDA Daisuke

This paper examines the wall paintings of the onar: goten, the premises at the Owari

family’s Kojimachi residence that were outfitted in preparation for the official visit of the



questions I would like to turn next while taking into account chronological developments.

A study of flood control measures taken by the oyamamori (administrator of forests) in
Kashimo village, Ena district, in the province of Mino in the 1760s
ASAI Ryosuke

This study examines the human dimensions of natural disasters in the Edo period, using
the journal of Naiki Hikoshichi, who served as oyamamor: (administrator of forests) of Owari
domain. Three questions are examined.

First, what type of natural disaster was most common in Kashimo during the Edo period?
An analysis of information on weather recorded in the administrator’s journal reveals that
Kashimo received frequent rainfall and was prone to flooding.

Second, how were people affected when a flood occurred? Flooding brought transport to
a halt. Bridges were swept away or became so slippery that travelers risked plunging into
the river. These transportation stoppages disrupted official business in numerous ways. The
administrator of forests was therefore careful to maintain bridges in good condition.

Finally, what action did the administrator take to maintain bridges? An analysis of his
negotiations about the type of timber to use for that purpose reveals that he displayed
considerable flexibility. He readily responded to requests for advice from villagers, for
example, and proposed the use of deadwood to the Owari domain authorities.

Divorce in an Edo-period mountain village: A study based on the journal of the Naiki family
of Kashimo village, Ena district, in the province of Mino
TAKAGI Madoka

This study aims to trace the process of divorce and identify divorce patterns in a
mountainous region of Japan in the mid-eighteenth century. It uses as source material a
journal of official business and other matters entitled Ovamakata goyo narabini shoji nikki
written by Naiki Hikoshichi, who served as oyvamamori (administrator of forests) in the
village of Kashimo, Ena district, in the province of Mino (present-day Kashimo in the city of
Nakatsugawa, Gifu Prefecture).

Virtually the only existing description of marriage practices in the Kashimo area is
provided by Kashimo sonshi (Kashimo village chronicles), which includes an account of local
customs up until the Taisho period (1912-1926) compiled on the basis of interviews and
other evidence. The journal examined in this study, however, contains occasional entries
pertaining to divorce as well as marriage in the Kashimo area, revealing what form they
actually took.

This study describes in detail several actual cases of divorce related in the journal. It
demonstrates that many marriages in Kashimo in the mid-eighteenth century quickly ended
in divorce or were at risk of doing so. It further shows that relatives and neighbors of the
divorcing couple played a more important role in the divorce than did their own immediate
families.

Caregiving and views of life and death in Kashimo village in the Edo period: The case of
the Naiki Hikoshichi and his family

KAYATA Hiroya

This study examines how family heads in early modern Japan, who had primary



“Daimyo peer” Naruse Masao’s perceptions of Inuyama, his family’s former domain
HAY ASHI Kotaro

In the second decade of the Meiji period, 1877-1886, associations of individuals from the
same region of Japan began to appear in Tokyo and other major cities. These associations
were often organized in geographical units corresponding to the old feudal domains (han).
Previous studies of these associations have attributed a purely abstract, symbolic role to
the former ruling families of the old domains - “daimyo peers,” as they were called from the
Meiji period.

This paper attempts to determine what daimyo peers actually thought of such
associations. To that end it analyzes the words and actions of Naruse Masao (1869-1949), a
scion of the former daimyo clan that once ruled Inuyama in present-day Aichi Prefecture.

The study makes the following findings. An association called the Inuyama Sonenka:
(Inuyama Men's Association) was established in Inuyama in the Meiji period. Masao served
as chairman. Throughout his life, he sought to mentor the association’s members, the people
of his family’s former domain, by contributing opinion pieces to its bulletin and giving talks
at its monthly meetings. His active involvement in the association leads to two conclusions.
First, the association played a role in maintaining ties among former subjects of the now-
defunct domain in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Second, Masao attached
great importance to the association as a vehicle for fulfilling his responsibilities as a daimyo
peer, namely promoting the economic development of his family's former territory and
producing individuals capable of serving the state.

Master woodcutters in the mid-Edo period and their activities in the Three Villages of
Noshi
KAYABA Masahito

The Three Villages of Noshu - Kawaue, Tsukechi, and Kashimo (commonly known as the
Three Villages of Inner Kiso) - were located on the southwest slopes of the Kiso Mountains
in present-day Gifu Prefecture. Woodcutters who, during the mid-Edo period, fell timber in
this region for the official use of the bakufu or the domain were supervised by somagashira
or “master woodcutters.” This study sheds light on what position master woodcutters
occupled in their villages, and exactly what tasks they performed. It relies on documentary
evidence in the archives of the Naiki family, who served as hereditary administrators of
forests (oyamamori) for Miure and the Three Villages, and in the collection of the Tokugawa
Institute for the History of Forestry. Two conclusions are reached.

First, the master woodcutters of the Three Villages were very likely peasants (hyakusho)
who knew the local forests well. Besides felling wood for official use, therefore, they were
sometimes mobilized, through the administrator of forests Naiki, in the survey of potential
logging sites by the Kiso timber authorities.

Second, while felling wood for official use appears to have been the basis of the master
woodcutters’ livelihoods, it was not necessarily lucrative. They therefore took advantage
of their firsthand knowledge of the local forests to supplement their living. When timber
was not being cut for official purposes, they would actively exploit the forest's resources to
produce marketable commodities.

The above leads to further questions. What significance did being a master woodcutter
have for one’s village? Were master woodcutters granted special privileges? To these



establishment and how they were laid out. The previously accepted dates of their foundation
have been rejected by recent research. This study narrows down the dates when they were
first built.

Later records refer to the tradition that Higashiyama Palace was built using materials left
over from the construction of Nagoya Castle. On that basis it is hypothesized that the palace
was established circa 1618. It may have been built as a defensive bastion after plans to
enclose the lower city within the fortifications of Nagoya Castle were abandoned. Nishihama
Palace, it is argued, was possibly relocated from elsewhere. It was in existence by 1623.

This study further reveals that the role played by Higashiyama Palace diminished with
the passage of time until, by the end of the Edo period, it had virtually ceased to function.
Nishihama Palace, on the other hand, remained in use throughout the Edo period, serving
the needs of the daimyo of Owari domain during pilgrimages to Atsuta Shrine.

Finally, a floor plan of Atsuta Higashiyama Palace recently discovered at the Tokugawa
Institute for the History of Forestry is analyzed. This plan reveals several facts. Some of
that palace’s rooms were reused in the Ichigaya Mansion, the main residence of Owarl
domain in Edo. The palace was laid out facing west and possessed reception facilities looking
out over Ise Bay. It rivaled the palace of Nagoya Castle in splendor.

The illustrations relating to the coming of Commodore Perry in the archives of
Tokugawa Yoshikatsu, daimyo of Owari domain, and their connection with his picture
compilation Shoshina shinbun-gaki

FUJITA Hideaki

This study examines the illustrations relating to the coming of Commodore Perry in the
archives of Tokugawa Yoshikatsu while analyzing several catalogs of that collection. Its
conclusions may be summarized as follows:

1. Tllustrations were of interest to Yoshikatsu because for him, they served as a valuable
means of getting at the truth of the subject depicted. In that sense, collecting illustrations
may be considered one aspect of his research into the “realistic portrayal” of things.

2. The Westerners (Americans) appearing in the illustrations in Yoshikatsu's personal
collection were portrayed in a fashion that abundantly reflected contemporary Japanese
biases. Such portrayals deeply influenced Yoshikatsu, who had never personally met a
Westerner. They also affected his views on foreign policy.

3. Yoshikatsu compiled an album of illustrations entitled Shoshina shinbun-gakr. A number
of the monochrome ink drawings pasted in that album are of identical subjects. These,
it is pointed out, are connected with the illustrations in Yoshikatsu's personal collection.
They also share similarities with the illustrations in Mizuno Masanobu's Seiso Kibun. This
suggests that Yoshikatsu's information-gathering activities were rooted in the literati culture
of Nagoya and its extensive information network.

4. Another work that has much in common with Yoshikatsu's Shoshina shinbun-gak: is
the Shobutsu kaiyo, an album of illustrations compiled by his uncle, Tokugawa Nariaki, the
daimyo of Mito. A comparative study is now needed of how these two men observed the
world around them.



behind this issue. It has been argued that there were misperceptions on both sides about
the forests’ status. This study explores the causes of the dispute by analyzing the facts
pertaining at the time.

The findings are as follows. During feudal times, the inhabitants of mountain villages had
a close and varied relationship with the nearby forested highlands owned by the domain.
There they cut down timber, reclaimed land for slash-and-burn agriculture as a means of
supplying their own food, and gathered wood for fuel and charcoal. Because they enjoyed
free access to the forest's resources, they came to believe, mistakenly, that the forest itself
belonged to the village.

In fact, however, timber was the monopoly of the domain, which controlled both how
much wood was cut and to whom it was supplied. Local villagers were paid in rice for felling
and transporting it. The domain guaranteed access to forested common lands (i7iaichi) solely
to villagers engaged in work for it.

The new Meiji government incorporated the forests formerly belonging to the domain
into the national forests. But it was an institutional fact that customary access to the
forest’s resources had been officially guaranteed to local inhabitants in feudal times. The
government’s unilateral annulment of this arrangement was the cause of the dispute.

The forests of the Shirakami Mountains under Akita domain during the Edo period and
after their nationalization in modern times
WAKINO Hiroshi

This study concerns the Shirakami Mountains, a natural World Heritage site that consists
of a primeval beech forest straddling Aomori and Akita prefectures. It focuses specifically on
the Akita side of the range, examining the state of the forest and its vegetation from early
modern to modern times.

The paper first analyzes the types of vegetation that grew in the forest during the Edo
period by examining three maps: a map of Dewa province from the mid-seventeenth century,
a map of the Yamamoto district of Dewa from the first half of the eighteenth century, and
a second provincial map from the first half of the nineteenth century. It is determined that
besides broadleaved trees, conifers such as Japanese cedar also grew on the mountains. In
the early twentieth century, as revealed by contemporary national forest management plans,
the area was a mixed forest of Japanese cedar and broadleaved trees, the latter comprising
mainly beech.

In conclusion, from the Edo period, the forest on the Akita side of the Shirakami
Mountains consisted of a mixture of conifers such as Japanese cedar and broadleaved trees
such as beech. It served as a source of timber and of wood for fuel and charcoal. Thus
on the Akita side, the beech forests of the Shirakami Mountains natural World Heritage
site emerged as the result of the use of forest resources in early modern times and
afterwards.

The origin, later history, and layout of Atsuta Higashihama Palace and Atsuta Nishihama
Palace

HARA Fumihiko

Atsuta Higashiyvama Palace and Atsuta Nishihama Palace were both palaces located

on the territory of Owari domain. Much is still unknown about the circumstances of their
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The presentation of swords to the Tokugawa shogun on the seventh day after the birth of
his eldest son: A comparative study of the practice during the reigns of the fifth and eight
shoguns, Tsunayoshi and Yoshimune, and a survey of its subsequent evolution

FUKAI Masaumi

The subject of this study is the presentation of swords to the shogun by the daimyo clans.

The Edo bakufu ordered many daimyo clans to present gifts of swords on two main
ceremonial occasions: the accession of a new head of the Tokugawa clan and his official
appointment as shogun, and the birth of a son to the shogun. In the former case, however,
the ceremony eventually became a mere formality. From the time of the ninth shogun,
Teshige, wooden swords came to suffice as gifts on the succession of a new head of the
Tokugawa clan. They had already been customary on the appointment of a new shogun
since the time of the sixth shogun, Ienobu.

By contrast, on the occasion of the birth of a son to the shogun, especially his eldest
son, the bakufu demanded swords of high value as gifts. It insisted on a pair of long and
short swords that were of practical use, rather than ritual weapons of little worth. During
the reign of the fifth shogun, Tsunayoshi, daimyo with a nominal income of over 100,000
koku (approx. 500,000 US bushels) of rice were required to present swords as gifts. During
Yoshimune’s reign, that figure was lowered to include all daimyo with a nominal income of
over 30,000 koku (approx. 150,000 US bushels), and some 200 swords were received. This
ultimately became, albeit with modifications, the norm on the birth of the shogun’s eldest
son.

This study thus sheds light on the practice of presenting swords to the shogun on the
birth of his eldest son. It concludes that, even more than the accession of a new shogun,
which became a customary formality, the birth of an heir was, for the shogunate, an
auspicious occasion of the greatest significance - one to be celebrated with the daimyo clans.

Access to forested common lands in the Kiso Mountains region of Owari domain as it relates
to their nationalization in the Meiji period
OSAKI Akira
During the series of political reforms that began in 1868, Japan's former feudal rulers (the
shogunate and the domains) transferred power and territorial control to the new Meiji state.
The government incorporated most of the forested highlands formerly belonging to the
domains into the national forests (the rest being transferred to the ownership of the imperial
household). As a result, the inhabitants of the Kiso Mountains region of what had once been
Owari domain were prohibited from entering the forests to gather resources as they had
done in the past. In their distress, they launched a campaign lobbying the government to
repeal the nationalization of the forests. Various theories have been advanced as to what lay
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