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This paper details the damage to the works that necessitated their dismantling and repair,
including warping of the backing mats, uplifting of the pigment layers, delamination, and
creasing, as well as the specifics of the restoration work that was carried out to restore their
condition. After dismantling and repair, the works were not returned to the flat mounts, but
underwent remounting for conversion to a new handscroll format. This report will also
address the reasoning behind changing the mounting format after repair as well as the
procedural requirements that were followed for altering the state of this kind of cultural
property. This summary report of the eight-year conservation project further includes the
results of the paper quality survey conducted during the repairs, and lists of the requisite
materials that were used in carrying out the restoration work, and the components, such as
mother-of-pear! inlay for the roller ends and the front and end cover silks, that were newly
made for the new handscroll mountings.

Restoration Report

National Treasure The Tale of Genji Illustrated Handscrolls Conservation Report

YOTSUTSUJI Hideki
In 1935, the National Treasure The Tale of Genji Illustrated Handscrolls in the Tokugawa
Art Museum collection were removed from their handscroll mounting and remounted in
frames and a paulownia wood box, which was considered the best mode of preservation at
the time. Later, when the wood storage box became warped, the mounting mats to which
the paintings had been attached began to buckle, and other problems with the mounting
methods used since the Edo period were discovered, a portion of the pictures and text
underwent restoration between 2012 and 2015. However, having been stored stretched flat
from being pasted to mounting mats for nearly eighty years after having been preserved in
scroll form for more than 800 years, it was discovered in the process of restoration that the
resulting state of tension was causing the paint to crack and delaminate, which was not good
for the preservation of the work. Upon consultation with the Agency for Cultural Affairs,
permission was granted to remount the works as handscrolls consisting of one section of
text with illustration per scroll, and the work underwent restoration again between 2016 and
2019.

This paper reports on the restoration process and the features of the scrolls that were
uncovered through the repair work. This project was supported by federal and prefectural
government subsidies, as well as the Tokugawa Reimeikai Foundation “Activities Support
Fund.”



circumstances surrounding how the embassy came to settle in Azabu Fujimicho, overcoming
the difficulties of acquiring federal funds both on the Japanese and French sides at a time
when the Japanese government was taking no measures to concentrate foreign diplomatic
missions in certain areas.

As for the tea room of the Azabu Fujimicho mansion, it was moved to the family’'s Mejiro
residence, then later reconstructed on the Tokugawa Art Museum grounds after World War
II, and in 2014 it was designated a Tangible Cultural Property by the Japanese government.
This tea room had been presented by the lumber dealer Otakara Seikan at the 1914 Tokyo
Taisho Exhibition, where it received a gold medal. This article also presents the design plans
and instructions for the tea room from the Tokyo exhibition.

Together with the two sections of Part 1, which appeared in the previous issue, this paper
attempts to situate the Azabu Fujimicho mansion within the context of the Japanese
peerage amidst the societal changes of the early twentieth century.

Introduction of Historical Material

Introducing the Keiko irai raikan (Letters to Tokugawa Yoshinao) (Part 1)

NAMIKI Masashi
The Ketko irai raikan (Letters to Tokugawa Yoshinao) is a collection of 612 written
communications, both public and private, that were received by the First Lord of Owari,
Tokugawa Yoshinao (1600-1650), during his lifetime and have been handed down in the
Owari Tokugawa family. Except for a few letters that were mounted as hanging scrolls for
exhibition at the Tokugawa Art Museum, the documents were separated at the folds of
their original binding and joined together horizontally with a simple backing that doubled as
support for the areas of insect damage. The whole collection was stored in a single lidded
wooden box, presumably made in the Taisho era (1912-1926). The title of the collection is
taken from an inscription on the lid of this box. We plan to present an overview of the full
collection in several parts over the course of the next few issues.

This collection of letters was restored and organized by the Tokugawa Institute for the
History of Forestry between 1965 and 1975 and transferred to the Tokugawa Art Museum
in 1990. It is projected that some of the yet unexamined documents may contain a great deal
of new information and it is possible that these historical materials may further corroborate
historical facts that were previously known only through books compiled in later periods. As
such, the value of presenting this collection in its entirety is believed to be significant. This
first installment of the series presents reprints of 100 of the letters.

Restoration Report

National Treasure The Tale of Genji Illustrated Handscrolls

OKA Iwataro
In 1932, the National Treasure Tale of Genji Illustrated Handscrolls in the collection of the
Tokugawa Art Museum were unmounted from their three-volume handscroll format due to
deterioration and damage over the years and the component sheets of text and images were
separated at the joins then remounted onto flat backing mats. However, after nearly ninety
years since their remounting, further degradation of the works had progressed, so from 2012
to 2019, government-subsidized conservation of the works was conducted under the direction
of the Agency for Cultural Affairs.



several essays in this bulletin. This first instalment presents the basic background
information on the kara-e paintings in the Tokugawa Art Museum collection.

Firearms Management and Documentation in an Early Modern Daimyo Household: The
Case of the Osoba-Ontsutsu of the Owari Domain

ITATANI Nozomi
This paper focuses on the firearms that were among the family holdings of the Owari
Tokugawa clan and examines how the guns, known as osoba-ontsutsu, which were
administered through the daimyo’s private office of the okonando (personal cabinet), were
used and managed by the Owari clan in the late Edo period.

Section 1 examines the Owari Tokugawa family equipment collection ledgers held by the
Tokugawa Art Museum. It shows that the surviving records fall under two basic types—
management logs and simple registers—and establishes the specifics of each document. It
also clarifies how firearms collection ledgers were used at the end of the Edo period. Section
2 uses actual documented examples of the lending and return of osoba-ontsutsu holdings to
shed light on the processes for lending guns by those who worked in close proximity to the
daimyo. Section 3 investigates the handling of guns through the relationship between the
steward in charge of lending and maintenance of the guns and a man named Ando Unpel.
This examination demonstrates that this Ando Unpei, who was skilled in gunnery and the
handling of firearms, was involved in the management of these guns. There are also
indications that at first the maintenance of the guns was divided between the steward’s
office and Ando depending on the type of gun, but it is clear that later Ando took
responsibility for all the maintenance. Furthermore, from Ando's written records, it can be
seen that he was aware of the need to establish a system that would allow anyone to track
the status of the osoba-ontsutsu at any time in response to the changing organizational
structure of the domain.

Report on the Owari Tokugawa Family’s Azabu Fujimicho Mansion (Part 2): Relocation
of the French Embassy and Tea Room
KOYAMA-HAYASHI Rie

The Azabu Fujimich6é mansion of the Owari Tokugawa family was transferred to the
French government on February 20, 1931, and in 1933 the French Embassy commenced
operations in Azabu. The Embassy of France and French legation in Japan had previously
been moved from Saikaiji (Mita) to Nagatacho and then to Iidacho. The former Nagatacho
legation was destroyed by fire in the first month of 1887; the former residence of Okuma
Shigenobu in Kijibashi, which was used as the legation in Iidacho, was devastated by the
Meiji-Tokyo Earthquake of 1894; and the ambassador’s residence that was then designed by
Paul Sarda(1844-1905) and built in Iidacho burned down in the fires following the Great
Kanto Earthquake in 1923. In the meantime, preparations had been made for a new embassy
in Akabanebashi designed by Alexandre Marcel(1860-1928) in 1907, but the project was
cancelled due to the depression after World War 1.

It was in the wake of this sequence of events that the idea of transferring the Azabu
Fujimicho residence was presented to the French Embassy. Ambassador Robert de
Billy(1869-1953), who had been negotiating directly with the Owari family, decided to make
the relocation his final mission before returning to France in 1929. This paper explores the



Tokugawa Ieyasu’s favorite swords then was inherited by Tokugawa Yoshinao, the first
Lord of Owarl, and passed down as part of the family estate ever since. However, it is
difficult to say whether the truth about this sword has been sufficiently verified. Accordingly,
this paper identifies relevant historical documents from various periods and examines them
to elucidate how the sword gained authority over time.

The earliest records of “Monoyoshi Sadamune” date from the time of the second-
generation Lord of Owari, Mitsutomo (mid- to late 17th century). It is believed that
Mitsutomo sought to ascribe authority to the sword by emphasizing its pedigree as a sword
that had been owned by his grandfather, Ieyasu, and transmitted through his father,
Yoshinao, thereby establishing it as a famed object known by the name “Monoyoshi
Sadamune.” This paper points out that in the early 18th century, during the time of 4th-
generation Yoshimichi, the status of “Monoyoshi Sadamune” in the Owari Tokugawa family
had increased and a special ceremony was established for the new head of the family to
officially take possession of the sword upon succession to the family headship, indicating that
it was already being treated as a legitimate family treasure. It further demonstrates that by
the time of 8th-generation Munekatsu (mid-18th century), an official history of “Monoyoshi
Sadamune” was compiled, further strengthening its authority. This paper argues that the
successive heads of the family drew upon the provenance of “Monoyoshi Sadamune” and its
connection with their ancestors, including Ieyasu and Yoshinao, and worked to further fortify
its status as a family treasure in order to underscore their own legitimacy and authority
both inside and outside the family.

Considering the Reception History of Kara-e Paintings in the Owari Tokugawa Family
Collection (Part 1)

KATO Shohei
One of the major distinctions of the Tokugawa Art Museum is that it has inherited both the
objects owned by the Owarli Tokugawa family as well as the collection catalogues that were
used by the family to manage the collections. As a result, we are able to trace not only the
timing of the acquisition of each work, but also the acquisition process, collecting trends, and
collection management methods of the Owari Tokugawa family.

Drawing upon these special characteristics of the museum’s collection, the Tokugawa Art
Museum and the Hosa Library of the City of Nagoya presented the special exhibition
“Kara-e: Classic Chinese Paintings of the Owari Tokugawa Clan” from November 13 to
December 12, 2021. Instead of taking an art historical approach, the exhibition was framed
so as to present the works from the perspective of their reception history, focusing on three
main points: how the Owari Tokugawa family used, acquired, and managed its collection of
kara-e (that is, works that were understood to be Chinese paintings at the time). In
preparation for the exhibition, a survey was conducted to identify all the works that had
previously been introduced as Chinese paintings at the Tokugawa Art Museum; their boxes
and accompanying materials were examined, and, in addition, all references found in the
Owari Tokugawa collection records were transcribed and matched with the corresponding
works.

Because the simple catalogue that was published on the occasion of the Kara-e exhibition
had limited space, the reception history of the kara-e of the Owari Tokugawa clan in the
Tokugawa Art Museum collection will be more thoroughly examined through a series of



struck the Gifu and Aichi region in 1891. The earthquake caused immense damage to the
donjon, and concerned residents of what was then the town of Inuyama initiated a
fundraising campaign to repair it. In 1895, Aichi prefecture transferred ownership of
Inuyama Castle to the Naruse family on condition that it repair and preserve it. But
Inuyama’s general populace was completely indifferent to the castle’'s fate. The Naruse
family, as the castle’s owners, therefore sought to obtain broader support for preserving it
by endowing it with a new role: spiritual symbol of the enduring bonds between themselves,
as the former rulers of the area, and their former retainers and subjects.

THE TOKUGAWA ART MUSEUM

Articles

National Treasure, Bodhisattva in Half-lotus Position (traditionally identified as Nyoirin
Kannon) in the Collection of Hobodai-in, Gantokuji Temple and a Similar Ink-line Drawing
(Part 1) —The Daianji Temple East Pagoda Mural Paintings and the Role of Kaimyo, a
Daianji Monk who Traveled to Tang China—

YAMAMOTO Yasukazu
The National Treasure Bodhisattva in Half-lotus Position sculpture in the collection of
Hobodai-in, Gantokuji temple in Kyoto (hereafter referred to as “the statue”) is a late 8th-
century carving from a single block of wood. The modeling of the figure's body and robes is
of extremely high quality. Because the left hand of the figure from the wrist down was
replaced at a later date, the statue was not named at the time of designation as a National
Treasure, and since that time the subject has variously been tentatively identified as the
bodhisattvas Nyoirin Kannon, Gakko, a right attendant, Fugen, Kokazo, and others, but
conclusive evidence has been lacking for any of these names.

Recently, a historical record that may provide a clue to the identity of the statue was
discovered in the handscroll of Iconographic Drawings of Manifestations of Kannon
[Avalokitesvara] (Important Cultural Property, Nara National Museum) produced by the
monk Jojin in 1078. Upon comparison with the statue, one of the images of the bodhisattva
Sho Kannon from this handscroll was determined to bear certain similarities with the statue.
In particular, the two locks of hair that are pulled through the ring on the figure's forehead
and the swirl at the end of the scarf-like shoulder drape are details that are not seen
anywhere else, proving that the two images were based on a common source. It would,
therefore, seem appropriate to identify the statue as Sho Kannon as well.

The notes accompanying the Sho Kannon image state that it was painted on the four
heavenly pillars of the eastern seven-story pagoda of Daianji Temple in Nara, and that the
image was based on the belief outlined in the Lotus Sutra, “Fumonbon” chapter, which tells
of Kannon appearing in thirty-three manifestations to bring salvation to all sentient beings.

In the next issue, Part 2 of this study will discuss the circumstances of the statue’s
production and the connection between the statue and Daianji Temple.

Transmission and Authority of the Famed Sword “Monoyoshi Sadamune”
ANDO Kaori
“Monoyoshi Sadamune” has long been claimed to be a family treasure that was once one of



Naritomo; the eleventh, Tokugawa Nariharu; the twelfth, Tokugawa Naritaka; and the
thirteenth, Tokugawa Yoshitsugu.

Previous scholarship has taken a negative view of this period in the history of the Owari
clan, regarding all four daimyo as “imposed heirs” whom the clan was forced to adopt from
the shogun’s immediate family. This paper examines whether that view is accurate by
attempting to reassess the period in light of contemporary documentary evidence. It reaches
the following conclusions.

1. While all four daimyo have been characterized as “imposed” heirs, only one, the twelfth
daimyo Tokugawa Naritaka, is so described in contemporary sources. The others succeeded
to the headship of the clan in accordance with regular procedures. It is therefore erroneous
to apply the term “imposed heir” to any daimyo other than Naritaka.

2. Because these four daimyo were adopted from the shogun's immediate family, they
advanced much more rapidly than their predecessors through the hierarchy of honorary
court offices and court ranks. Naturally, they had close ties to the shogun. Like Tokugawa
Yoshinao, the first daimyo of Owari at the beginning of the Edo period, they were sons and
brothers of shoguns. (Yoshinao was the son of the first shogun Tokugawa Ieyasu and the
brother of his successor Hidetada.) It can therefore be argued that the Owari clan’s ties with
the shogun’s immediate family, having become tenuous since the mid-Edo period, were again
strengthened in these years.

3. The paper examines the circumstances around the succession of the twelfth daimyo,
Tokugawa Naritaka, the only daimyo considered an “imposed heir” at the time. This affair,
previous accounts of which have been based on Owari clan sources, is here reconsidered
from the viewpoint of the bakufu, which arranged the succession. It is concluded that in the
absence of an heir to the headship of the Owari clan, the only acceptable successor was a
son of the shogun; otherwise the clan would have been unable to maintain a dignity
commensurate with its status as one of the three highest-ranking cadet branches of the
Tokugawa family. The Owari clan thus had no reason to find fault with the prime movers
behind the succession - the bakufu senior councilor Mizuno Tadakuni and the “attached
elder” Naruse Masazumi.

4. Tokugawa Yoshikumi, the fourteenth daimyo at the end of the Edo period, was only
distantly related to the shogun, unlike his immediate predecessors. He accordingly
commanded less respect among the senior vassals of the Owari clan and senior bakufu
officials.

Castle and former domain identity in the Meiji period: The case of Inuyama
HAYASHI Kotaro

In the first half of the Meiji period, the castles that symbolized the ancien régime were
slated for demolition, except those requisitioned for military use. In many parts of Japan
donjons, turrets, and other castle buildings were sold off and dismantled. Some castles,
however, were preserved as the result of local lobbying.

This paper examines one case in point, that of Inuyama Castle in the present-day city of
Inuyama, Aichi prefecture. It analyzes the words and actions of the former ruling family of
Inuyama domain (the Naruse clan), and their former retainers and subjects, in the campaign
to preserve it. It thus sheds light on people’s perceptions of the castle.

A major turning point in the modern history of Inuyama Castle was the earthquake that



a hereditary post held by the Naiki clan, in regulating birdlime production and distribution.
It presents the following findings.

First, production of birdlime flourished in Kashimo throughout the Edo period. A
framework was in place for regulating its production and distribution, under which the
administrator of forests monitored sites of production and the number of products shipped.
This framework was gradually established by the administrator of forests and the Kiso
timber commissioners, who oversaw forestry policy in Owari domain, after problematic
practices came to light in Kashimo during the mid-Edo period.

Second, many villagers in mid-Edo period Kashimo engaged in unlicensed birdlime
production. The administrator of forests was concerned that this could result in damage to
tree species reserved for the domain's future use. He therefore called on the Kiso timber
commissioners to clamp down on and institute regulations against it.

Third, after problems with forest use by the villagers of Kashimo were exposed by the
administrator of forests in the mid-Edo period, regulations were established on forest use
and a regulatory framework was put in place. This development, it is concluded, led to the
hereditary forest administrators of the Naiki clan gaining greater control over forest
management in Kashimo.

The secondary residences of the daimyo of Owari domain: Their origins, functions, and
demise (Part I)
HARA Fumihiko

This paper is a study of thirteen secondary daimyo residences established by Owarl
domain on its territory: those located in Komaki, Arai, Asamiya, Sakashita, Mizuno,
Hagiwara, Kariyasuka, Saya, Tsushima, Yokosuka, Ono, Gifu, and Tsuchida. It collates
records documenting the circumstances of their establishment, their design, and evolution.
Each of these residences was established under the first two daimyo of Owari, Tokugawa
Yoshinao and Tokugawa Mitsutomo. Most such secondary residences ceased to function as
such during the seventeenth century, except the two in Atsuta, Nishihama Palace and
Higashihama Palace.

The thirteen residences were established as rest houses for the daimyo when hunting.
The residences at Hagiwara, Saya, Tsushima, and Gifu also served as guest houses for high-
ranking individuals traveling the highway. The residence built by Mitsutomo at Yokosuka is
noteworthy for being one of the few daimyo villas in the entire country situated on the
seashore.

Each residence was cared for by a local notable paid a stipend by the han, as evidenced
by the villas in Komaki, Arai, Mizuno, Tsushima, and Saya. Cases can be identified where
the office of caretaker survived until the end of the Edo period, even though the residence
itself had ceased to exist.

In the next issue, the functions and significance of the secondary daimyo residences
established within Owari domain shall be examined in light of the same thirteen examples.

The issue of the Owari Tokugawa succession in 1839
FUJITA Hideaki
This paper focuses on four heads of the Owari Tokugawa clan who were close blood
relations of the eleventh shogun Tokugawa Ienari: the tenth daimyo of Owarl, Tokugawa
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Maps of the main palace of Edo Castle in the Genroku era (1688-1704): A reconsideration
FUKAI Masaumi

This paper analyzes the layout of the main palace of Edo Castle during the reign of the
fifth shogun, Tokugawa Tsunayoshi. It examines two maps of the complex: Gohonmaru oku
omote ezu (Map of the inner and outer main enclosure) in the Tokyo Metropolitan Archives;
and Edo-jo honmaru ozashiki no zu (Room map of the main enclosure of Edo Castle) in the
Tatsuno City Museum of History and Culture. The following conclusions are reached.

Both maps are largely similar to one in the possession of the Nakai family, hereditary
master builders of the bakufu. They can therefore be considered highly reliable. Nonetheless,
a close examination of the interior details of the two maps reveals that while on the whole
they depict what the complex looked like in the Genroku era (1688-1704), some of the
features portrayed are probably from an earlier period. Since palace maps may thus conflate
elements from different periods, caution must be exercised in dating them.

An estimate of forest stocks in the nineteenth-century Nanbu realm
WAKINO Hiroshi

The Nanbu realm refers to the combined territories of Morioka and Hachinohe domains in
northeastern Honshu, which were both ruled by the Nanbu clan.

This paper presents an estimate of the Nanbu realm’s forest stocks in the nineteenth
century. This estimate is based on data on fuelwood consumption and forest stocks in Iwate
prefecture compiled in 1881 by the Aomori greater regional forestry bureau (dairinkusho). It
also uses statistical reports from Iwate, Aomori, and Akita prefectures prepared between
1881 and 1883.

It is estimated that in the nineteenth century, the Nanbu realm had 1.4 million hectares of
forest, with some 70 million trees. An estimate is also made, based on data compiled by the
Aomori greater regional forestry bureau, of fuelwood consumption in the Nanbu realm. This
finds that the region’s forests had enough reserves to cover nine years' fuelwood
consumption. Until now, felling of Japanese cypress was thought to be the dominant form of
forestry in the Nanbu realm. This paper reveals, however, that a total of 1.14 million
Japanese cypress trees were felled for timber between 1751 and 1829, or an average of
15,000 per year - a mere fraction of the region’s forest stocks.

Birdlime production and distribution in early-modern Kashimo village: The emergence of
a regulatory framework

KAYABA Masahito

This paper considers how birdlime was produced and distributed in the village of Kashimo

in the mid-Edo period. It also examines the role of the administrator of forests (oyamamori),
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