- Kan-Kon-So-Sai:

Traditional Ceremonies
to Celebrate Life and Honor Death
in the Daimyo Household
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What is kan-kon-sé-sai?

Kan-kon-so-sai is a collective term encompassing the various kinds
of ceremonies and events of celebration and of mourning marking
certain junctures in life that have been passed down from generation
to generation and have become customs of everyday life.

The word kan comes from kanmuri, the term for the formal
cap that was donned by young men when they reached a certain
age, which would equate to the annual coming-of-age ceremony
today. In addition to coming-of-age ceremonies, other celebrated
milestones include a baby's first visit to the local shrine after birth,
the Shichigosan Festival for children aged three, five, and seven, and
longevity celebrations for 60th (kanreki) and 88th (beiju) birthdays.
Kon refers to weddings signifying couples forming a joint household,
and also includes the betrothal ceremonies and banquets associated
with marriage.

So refers to funeral rites for mourning -the end of life,
including the wake and post-funeral memorial services. Sai refers
generally to various ceremonies honoring the spirits of the ancestors
and also includes annual celebrations such as
New Year's Day, the equinoxes, and the Bon
Festival, as well as the custom of giving gifts
at mid-year and year's end.
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Crown for a boy, crest design in openwork, black silk gauze.
Edo-Meiji period, 19th c.
Used by the 16th Owari Tokugawa Yoshinori.
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The entrance of the Masterpieces Collection
Room shows an exhibit recreating the
display of armor known as gusoku hajime,
set up on January 11th each year in warrior
residences to pray for good fortune in battle
for the coming year.
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Birth and the First Shrine Visit

In the Edo period, when infant mortality was high, it was not easy to
escape life-threatening accidents of childbirth or subsequent illness,
even for the children of feudal lords. Various rituals and prayers
were performed to pray for the health and vitality of the children
who survived. Here, we present objects related to such rituals as the
"Seventh Night Ceremony" seven days after a baby's birth and the
"First Shrine Visit" of the newborn child.
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Noshime Inner Robe, with aoi crest, silk.
Edo period, 17th c.

Worn by the 3rd Owari Tokugawa Tsunanari
and 4th Yoshimichi in their infancy.
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Procession of the 11th Owari Tokugawa Nariharu's Visiting Tutelary Shrine
in"His Infancy. Edo period, 19th c.
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Celebrating Growth

As a child would grow and mature into adulthood, events were
periodically held to celebrate milestones along the way. At age three,
both boys and girls began to grow their hair out, tying it up into
a topknot in a ceremony called kamioki. At age five, boys donned
formal hakama trousers for the first time in the chakko ceremony and
at age seven, girls' simplified children's obi sashes were replaced with
full-width adult obi sashes in the obitoki ceremony.
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Genpuku and Ichiji chédai

The age of adulthood in the pre-modern era was around fifteen years
old, although this varied depending on social class and the individual.
When a child became an adult, it was a long-standing tradition to
change one's name along with one's clothes and hairstyle. This
coming-of-age ceremony was called genpuku and in the Edo period,
samurai children would receive new names in addition to having the
fronts of their heads shaved and their hair tied up in topknots.

At the time of his genpuku ceremony, each successive head
of the Owari Tokugawa family was granted the use of one character
from the name of the sitting shogun to be used in his new name. This
granting of a part of the shogun's name was called goichiji chodai,
which represented a pseudo-parental relationship between the shogun
and the heads of the Owari Tokugawa family, signifying the depth of
the family's ties to the shogunate.
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Ichiji-Kakidashi Certificate of Naming by the 3rd
Tokugawa Shogun Iemitsu ( 2% ), for the 2nd Owari
Tokugawa Mitsutomo ( & ). Edo period, 1633.
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Important Cultural Property

Tachi Long Sword.

Inscription: Kanemitsu in Bishu Osafune.

Nanbokucho period, 14th c.

Owned by the 8th Tokugawa Shogun Yoshimune and the 8th Owari
Tokugawa Munekatsu.
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Weddings

In the Warring States period, marriages between daimyo families
had strong connotations of hostage-taking for the sake of
establishing military alliances, but in the Edo period, the goal of these
arrangements transformed into a means of forming bonds between
households built on a mutual recognition of family status. Since the
Owari Tokugawa family was related to the shogun, the 2nd Lord of
Owari, Mitsutomo, and the 10th Lord of Owari, Naritomo, both received
daughters of the shogun as their official wives, while 4th-generation
Yoshimichi, 6th-generation Tsugutomo, 9th-generation Munechika, and
11th-generation Nariharu all received their official wives
from the five regent families (Gosekke), the highest ranking
households of the Japanese nobility.
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Katana Long Sword.

Inscription: Heianjo Nagayoshi.

Muromachi period, 15th c.

NEROPTREOFIBEZFIRIER - TFERIROE. AERTZCSENRE
SRR 6 R ARICIFCIRICFSUIESNSTIRITY . RICIE=FARICEFM
fEEEn. BCERFIUENTVET.

Koun-in Akogimi, a daughter of Konoe Iehiro, brought this
sword when she married the 6th Owari Tokugawa Tsugutomo.
The Konoe family is one of the five biggest court noble families.
There are carvings of "Kurikararyu" dragon around the
"Sankoken sword" on the front side, and a Sanskrit character
(Bonji) on the back side of it.
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Succession: Shogunal Audiences and Returning to the
Domain

Succession of an heir to the headship of a daimyo family was the
greatest event in the life of a feudal lord. Ascension to the position
of daimyo required notifying the shogunate and receiving formal
confirmation, and was completed when the daimyo received an
audience with the shogun at Edo Castle. The new daimyo's inheritance
of the family headship and its domanial lands also brought with it the
duty of service to the shogun. When the shogun permitted the daimyo
to return to his home domain, his first entry into the domain as the
newly vested head of the family was also a major celebration for the
daimyo household.
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Sanga: Prayers for Longevity

Average life expectancy in the Edo period is said to have been around
fifty years for men. Celebrations of longevity were held starting at
age forty (known as shoro), followed by celebrations every ten years
thereafter. In particular, the kanreki celebration held at the age of
sixty-one was considered one of the three most important celebrations
of one's life, along with the genpuku coming-of-age ceremony and
the wedding ceremony. Banquets and celebrations of longevity were
not held on an individual's birthday, but rather auspicious days or
seasonal festivals were chosen for the occasion.
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End of Life, Funerals, and Memorial Services

Although the specifics differ from person to person, the end of life
comes equally to all, regardless of rank or status. With the exception
of the tombs of first-generation Yoshinao at Jokdji Temple (Seto City,
Aichi Prefecture), 14th-generation Yoshikatsu and 16th-generation
Yoshinori at Saiko-an Temple (Shinjuku-ku Ward, Tokyo), and 15th-
generation Mochinaga at Kan'eiji Temple (Taito-ku, Tokyo), the tombs
of the successive heads of the Owari Tokugawa family are located
at Kenchuji Temple (Higashi-ku, Nagoya City), which became the
designated family temple. After a daimyo's death, memorial services
were held and offerings of items related to the deceased were
dedicated at the family temple.
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