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Tokugawa Naritaka’'s Waka and Travel Writings
HARA Fumihiko

In 1842 Naritaka (1810-1845), the 12th head of the Owari Tokugawa clan, wrote three
collections of waka poems and travel writings: the Natsunohi kuninikaeru no ki, the Gifu no
michishirube and the Chita no shiori. This paper presents a transcription of these texts,
analyzes their content, and discusses the background of the creation of three handwritten
manuscripts housed in the Tokugawa Art Museum. Comparing the route described in
Naritaka's writings to the Okonando nikki, the Owari domain’s official record, revealed
discrepancies between the actual itinerary and movements and the contents of Naritaka's
writings. As a result, Naritaka's writings should not be evaluated as an accurate record of
his journey, but rather as a historical material that is primarily a literary work showing
Naritaka's literary knowledge. Furthermore, the Okonando nikki and other historical
materials have shed light on Naritaka's movements during his procession to Gifu, his
inspection of Chita, as well as his procession to Inuyama which took place around the same
time. Although the formal procedures of the visits and inspections had become rote,
Naritaka's writings shed light on the actual implementation of the Owari domain lord’s
inspection of his domain and the burden placed on the domain’s residents in hosting
Naritaka.

As Naritaka's collection of poems and travelogue had a distinct literary sense, copies were
semi-officially produced immediately after they were written. The circulation of manuscript
copies of Naritaka's works helped increase his recognition as a literary figure and documents
in the Tokugawa Art Museum accompanying the Chita travelogue have shed light on some
of the circumstances surrounding the production of copies of Naritaka's manuscript.



Introduction of Art Object

The Kenchuji Buddha Nirvana Painting
ANDO Kaori

The “Buddha Nirvana Painting” owned by Tokkézan Kenchaji, the Owari Tokugawa
family’s bodaiji or temple to venerate the deceased members of the clan, is valuable due to
its connection to the Owari Tokugawa family as well as being an example of early modern
Buddhist painting with excellent decorative qualities.

The paper of the image itself is 362.8 cm tall and 306.5 cm wide, and the total dimensions
of the painting and mounting are 416.0 cm tall and 337.7 cm wide, a not insignificant size.
According to three ink inscriptions on the original hanging rod for the painting, the paper
affixed to the back of the painting, and the inside of the storage case lid, the painting was
commissioned by Kadenokoji, the concubine of the second Owari Tokugawa lord Mitsutomo,
produced by Senryo, the seventh abbot of Kenchuji Temple, and presented to Kenchuji
Temple on the 24th day of the 12th month of 1693 (Genroku 6). Moreover, though it was
damaged in a large-scale fire in 1785 (Tenmei b), it was repaired as part of the overall
Kenchuji restoration efforts by the Owari domain.

This paper argues that the painting can bet situated within the illustrative genre that
became mainstream after the Kamakura period, shares design features with the Chofukuji
Temple version (from the Song dynasty, China) and the Nezu Museum version (from the
Nanboku-cho period), and contains elements from various sketches and drawing prototypes
used for producing these types of paintings. On the other hand, this painting’s composition is
characterized by the concentric circles created by the congregation and the animals as well
as the symmetry created by the elephants, lions, and two Vajrayana guardian deities, all of
which emphasize the Shaka Buddha in the center.

Though the artist based his work on the brushwork and color schemes used in traditional
Buddhist painting he also combined rich colors and patterns and made extensive use of gold
and silver paint to create a highly decorative painting.

Introduction of Historical Materials

Introducing the Keiko irai raikan (Letters to Tokugawa Yoshinao) (Part 3)

NAMIKI Masashi
The Keiko irai ratkan (Letters to Tokugawa Yoshinao) is a collection of 612 written
communications, both public and private, that were received by the First Lord of Owari,
Tokugawa Yoshinao (1600-1650), during his lifetime and have been handed down in the
Owari Tokugawa family. The whole collection was stored in a single lidded wooden box,
presumably made in the Taisho era (1912-1926). The title of the collection is taken from an
inscription on the lid of this box. We plan to present an overview of the full collection in
several parts over the course of the next few issues.

As we mentioned in the last issue, it is projected that some of the yet unexamined
documents may contain a great deal of new information and it is possible that these
historical materials may further corroborate historical facts that were previously known
only through books compiled in later periods. As such, the value of presenting this collection
in its entirety is believed to be significant. This third installment of the series presents
reprints of 100 of the letters.



Zhang Cheng). The name Zhang Cheng is generally considered to be the name of a Chinese
master lacquer carver of the Yuan dynasty. However, there have been no verified works by
Zhang Cheng that can serve as reliable reference works for comparison, and there has been
no comprehensive study of works bearing the “Zhang Cheng zao” inscription to date.

Thus, this paper first presents an overview of the design, characteristics of the lacquer
layers, and nature of the carving of a total of 22 carved lacquer works bearing “Zhang Cheng
zao" Inscriptions in the Tokugawa Art Museum collection. Next, since the name Zhang
Cheng appears not only on carved lacquer works but also can be found in Chinese and
Japanese written documents, it examines how Zhang Cheng was described, valued, and
thought about in those respective documents.

Future work will also compare the inscriptions on carved lacquer works in the collections
of museums other than the Tokugawa Art Museum, and look at the brushwork of the
“Zhang Cheng zao” signature as another avenue for further consideration. Although the
lacquer works with the “Zhang Cheng zao” inscription currently in the Tokugawa Art
Museum collection represent only a portion of the works originally owned by the Owari
Tokugawa family during the Edo period, it will be possible to conduct further study of the
reception of carved lacquer works inscribed with “Zhang Cheng zao” by utilizing record
books and collection catalogues that document the state of the collection during the Edo
period.

Re-identification of the Haikadzuki Tenmoku Owned by Insetsu Mentioned in the Yamanoue
Soji ki: Merits and Demerits of Provenance and Box Inscriptions

KATO Shohei
The Yamanoue Soji ki, a record written by Yamanoue So6ji (1544-90), a highly respected
disciple of the tea master Sen no Rikyu, includes a catalogue of famous tea utensils of its
time that lists three famous hatkadzuki “ash-covered” temmoku bowls. Two of them were
owned by Toyotomi Hideyoshi, and the remaining one had originally been owned by Insetsu
(dates unknown), then in So6ji's time was in the possession of the wealthy Aburaya merchant
family in Sakai. Insetsu was a master of the generation following Shuko, who is credited as
the founder of chanoyu tea tradition.

Today, the hatkadzuk: tenmoku believed to have belonged to the Aburaya family is in the
collection of the Tokugawa Art Museum. However, it has already been noted that this bowl
does not fall under the historical or academic classifications of haikadzuk:i tenmoku, and that
there are discrepancies between its figural characteristics and the description of it in tea
records.

This paper re-examines whether the haikadzuki tenmoku currently owned by the
Tokugawa Art Museum is in fact the same hatkadzuk: tenmoku originally owned by Insetsu
that was documented in the Yamanoue Soji ki. After reviewing the bowl and its reception
history in Japan, descriptions in records of famous tea utensils and records of tea gatherings,
descriptions in the Owari Tokugawa family's collection redords, and the features of the
object itself are also examined. The result reveals that another haikadzuki tenmoku in the
collection of the Tokugawa Art Museum was the actual hatkadzuki tenmoku owned by
Insetsu. Furthermore, it points out that the above misunderstanding spread due to a
description appearing in the Taisho meiki kan, which was published in 1925.



the earliest undertaken anywhere in Japan under the Home Ministry's supervision. The
project’s historical background and significance are also examined.

The origins and evolution of Sugihata, Aomori-machi
KAYABA Masahito

This paper examines the origins and evolution of Sugihata, literally “cryptomeria field,” an
area in Aomori-machi on the territory of Hirosaki domain in the early modern period. It
reveals the following.

First, Sugihata originated as a nursery for cryptomeria seedlings. It was set up by
Engakuji, a temple located in Kuroishi on the territory of Hirosaki domain, with the goal of
establishing a presence in Aomori-machi. Engakuji initially requested permission just to
establish a residence in Aomori-machi, but from 1690 it sought permission to establish
cryptomeria nurseries there as well. It was granted permission to do so in 1693. One of
these nurseries later came to be called “Sugihata.” Engakuji gradually expanded its
cryptomeria nurseries in Aomori-machi, eventually founding an independent temple there,
Anjoji, in 1703. Sugihata was thenceforth administered by Anjoji.

Second, Engakuji’'s establishment of cryptomeria nurseries in Aomori-machi was closely
related to developments in Hirosaki domain’'s forestry policies. The depletion of forest
resources in Hirosaki domain became a serious concern during the Genroku era (1688-1704).
Afforestation efforts were therefore undertaken across the domain. Engakuji established
cryptomeria nurseries in Aomori-machi in response to this development. It planned to supply
the cryptomeria seedlings grown there to the domain as a source of timber for the domain’s
future use. It appears to have taken advantage of this to expand its presence.

Finally, Sugihata’s functions changed greatly during the latter half of the early modern
period. When first established, it had served as a nursery for growing cryptomeria seedlings
for the domain to use for planting. By the end of the eighteenth century, however, it
functioned as a windbreak and coastal protection forest. Hirosaki domain embarked on an
extensive program of forestry reforms in the Kansei era (1789-1801). From this period,
forests came to be valued not only as a source of timber but also for their role in conserving
watersheds essential to farming, providing shelter against winds, and protecting the coast.
Accordingly, in 1792, the domain authority responsible for administering forests, the
yamakata, transferred jurisdiction over Sugihata from Anjoji to Aomori-machi because of
concerns about how it was being administered.

THE TOKUGAWA ART MUSEUM

Articles

A Study of Lacquer Works Bearing the Inscription “Zhang Cheng zao” (made by Zhang
Cheng)

ITATANI Nozomi
This paper examines lacquer vessels known as choshitsu, or “carved lacquerware,” a modern
term for a general category of objects decorated in a technique involving coating an object’s
surface with multiple layers of lacquer into which designs are carved. Specifically, it
examines works bearing a finely incised signature reading “Zhang Cheng zao” (made by



First, after migrating to Yakumo, the shizoku settlers routinely engaged in acts motivated
by a consciousness of their former domain. They paid their respects to the photograph of
their former feudal lord and built an altar in honor of his deceased predecessor. They were
surrounded by reminders of their former lord’s benevolence. After paying their respects to
his photograph, for example, they were supplied with provisions granted by the Tokugawa
family.

Second, shizoku settlers formed separate communities depending on the year of their
arrival. Those who had migrated in a particular year lived in a specific location and more or
less conducted themselves as a group. The first cohort to arrive took especial pride in their
status as pioneers. They were treated differently from other settlers. Their former lord
Tokugawa Yoshikatsu acknowledged them and granted them gifts. They had a closer
emotional bond with him.

Third, Tokugawa Yoshikatsu, the family’'s seventeenth head, embarked on the settlement
of Hokkaido to succor the shizoku who were his former retainers and enable them to
support themselves. But that was not his sole aim. He also endeavored to contribute to the
nation by helping settle Hokkaido. He was, however, unable to achieve anything more than
providing a livelihood to the shizoku.

Fourth, Yoshikatsu's successor Yoshiakira, having been adopted into the Tokugawa family
in the Meiji period, did not have a strong emotional attachment to the domain’'s former
retainers. His efforts to promote the settlement of Hokkaido were informed by a strong
sense of the role that the Meiji state expected members of the kazoku peerage to play. In
attempting to apply what he had learned during his studies abroad to developing the
territory, he aspired not so much to provide the shizoku with a livelihood as to contribute to
the nation.

Research Notes

Hinoki plantations in the Kiso Valley in the early Meiji period: On the Shonaegi baisai
tkken tsuzurikomi of 1876
SHIMIZU Yuzo

This study reconsiders the findings of the author’'s paper “A Study of the Oldest Hinoki
Plantation in the Prefecture” (in Japanese), which appeared in volume 68 (3) of the local
Nagano journal Shinano, in light of new materials and testimony. Using as its basic source
Shonaegi baisai ikken tsuzurikomi, a collection of documents on “cultivation of saplings” from
1876, it raises many questions relating to hinoki plantations in the Kiso Mountains.

The Kiso District Forest Office identifies Katsuizaka in the village of Okuwa as the oldest
hinoki plantation in the Kiso Valley and dates it to around 1887. The author, however,
adducing additional documentary sources, argues on the basis of Shonaeg: baisai ikken
tsuzurtkomst that it probably dates to 1875-76.

The Meiji government first envisioned an active program of afforestation with the issue of
a set of regulations on state-owned forests in 1871. The program made little progress in the
next few years, however, as administrative boundaries were redrawn and the system of
state-owned forests rapidly evolved.

In a report to Home Minister Okubo Toshimichi from the governor of Chikuma Prefecture,
Nagayama Moriteru, the Kiso Mountains are described as “the remotest, most mountainous
region in Shinano Province.” Nonetheless, the afforestation project there can be considered



a glimpse at how the urban structure of the castle town of Nagoya evolved.

Otachiyori and otorinuke visits by the shogun Ienari
YOSHINARI Kasumi

In the Edo period, a visit to a daimyo house or hawking expedition by the shogun was
generally referred to as an onar: or “progress.” When, however, the eleventh Tokugawa
shogun Ienari visited other houses, the term otachivori (“a dropping by”) or otorinuke (“a
passing through”) was used instead.

First, cases of Ienari's visits to other houses are gathered. Every year between the Kansei
(1789-1801) and Bunka (1804-1818) eras, Ienari made otachiyori visits to two of the three
junior collateral houses of the Tokugawa family, the Hitotsubashi and the Tayasu. The only
other visits he made were an otorinuke to the Toyama lower residence (shimo yashiki) of
the Owari branch of the Tokugawa family, and an otachiyori to the residence of his eldest
daughter Hide-hime, who had married into the Owari Tokugawa family. He made visits
elsewhere during the Bunsei era (1818-1830), but all were to houses into which his daughters
had married or his sons been adopted. The purpose of these visits was to see his own
children.

Next, the order of ceremonies of these visits is compared with that of onari visits by the
eighth shogun Yoshimune during the Kyoho era (1716-1736). It is found that otachivor: lacked
two elements: the serving of three formal rounds of drinks (skikisankon), and the exchange
of swords between the shogun and his host. Otachivori may thus have differed in nature
from onari. A less formal occasion, it was not intended to signify the bond between lord and
vassal.

Ienari's purpose was evidently to visit his own blood relations. His visits, it is conjectured,
were designed to underscore their status as the shogun's children rather than his bond with
the daimyo houses that received him.

Owari’s former ruling family and retainers and the settling of Yakumo, Hokkaido
FUJITA Hideaki

The kazoku—the modern Japanese nobility—included peers descended from the daimyo
houses of the Edo period. In recent years, a series of studies has appeared arguing that even
after the feudal domains were abolished, these daimyo peers continued to exercise a degree
of influence over industry, education, and culture in their former domains. In the context of
such research, the present paper seeks to examine how a social order rooted in former
domain ties was constructed on the new frontier of Hokkaido, which had never been part of
their domains, and affected the process of modernization. It focuses on the settlement of the
Yakumo region of Hokkaido by the Owari branch of the Tokugawa family in the Meiji
period.

The subject is examined from the viewpoints both of the skizoku (former samurai) who
had once been vassals of Owari domain and had migrated to the new territory, and of the
former daimyo family resident in Tokyo. Namely, how did the shizoku settlers perceive their
former domain and its former ruling family? And how, conversely, did the former ruling
family—the seventeenth head of the Owari Tokugawa, Tokugawa Yoshikatsu, and the
eighteenth head, Tokugawa Yoshiakira—view the new territory and the shizoku living
there? The following facts emerge from this analysis.



The process of developing coastal erosion control forests in Kaga domain
KAYATA Hiroya

This paper examines the process of developing coastal erosion control forests as
exemplified by Kaga domain. It considers two questions: first, procedures followed within the
domain for approving forest development projects; and second, the contents of petitions
submitted by domain residents requesting permission to implement such projects and the
subsequent course of events.

The first question is examined in Part 1, a case study of a coastal erosion control forest
planted in the villages of Mukoawagasaki and Motonebu, Kahoku District. The petition for
the grant of pine seedlings to use for planting the forest, it is observed, passed from the
tomura (headman of a group of villages) to the kaisaku bugyo (commissioners of agricultural
development), the san yoba bugyo (commissioners of finance), the toshivor: (elders), and finally
the daimyo for approval. It should be noted, however, that the coastal erosion control forest
examined in Part 1 was near a residence used by the daimyo. Further examples will
therefore need to be gathered.

The second question is examined in Part 2, a case study of a coastal erosion control forest
planted in the Togi Sand Dunes in Hakui District. The residents sought financial aid to help
defray the cost of erecting sand fences and planting the forest. Further, they submitted an
estimate of the number of pine seedlings required for planting, the laborers wages, and the
size of sand fences to be built. Once the afforestation project began, it appears that, to
monitor progress, the village officials and tomura submitted an annual plan at the beginning
of the year, performed regular inspections, and reported expenditures at the end of the year.
The coastal erosion control forests developed as a result of this process prevented sand from
blowing away and provided shelter from the wind, leading to growth of vegetation and
settlement of villagers.

Townsmen districts and house ownership in early modern Nagoya: The case of
Tachibana-cho Uramachi
MATSUMOTO Hinako

This paper seeks to shed light on certain aspects of townsman society in early modern
Nagoya. Focusing on the neighborhood of Tachibana-cho Uramachi at the south end of the
castle town of Nagoya, it examines the exact nature of that district.

Specifically, documents written by the chddai (a type of town official) of Tachibana-cho
Uramachi in the collection of the Tokugawa Institute for the History of Forestry are used to
analyze the district’s populace and house ownership in it.

Tachibana-cho Uramachi was geographically and economically on the edge of town. It was
the site of a theater, and there were many temples and shrines in the vicinity. It also
possessed the character of a pleasure quarter. It was inhabited by people who availed
themselves of its location by making a living operating inns, which also did business as nzu7i-
jaya (teahouses serving cooked food), and selling food and drink to theatergoers.

Turning next to house ownership in the district, multiple cases are identified of women
owning a house and lot. The percentage of female ownership increased over time. It is also
found that land prices in Tachibana-ché Uramachi rose over time. These developments can
be attributed to the castle town's expansion in and after the Kyoho era (1716-1736) and the
commodification of housing. The example of Tachibana-cho Uramachi, it is concluded, offers
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The Interior (oku) of the Honmaru Palace of Edo Castle: A spatial reassessment focusing
on modifications during the reigns of Yoshimune, Ieharu, and Ieyoshi
FUKAI Masaumi

The Interior (oku) of the Honmaru Palace of Edo Castle served as the shogun’s living
quarters. Unlike the Exterior (omotfe) section of the palace, which served as a political and
ritual space, the Interior was modified in each shogun’'s reign to suit his personality and the
political situation.

This paper examines how the layout of the Interior evolved while introducing palace maps
from the reigns of the eighth Tokugawa shogun Yoshimune, the tenth shogun Ieharu, and
the twelfth shogun Ieyoshi.

The functions and maintenance of tamenuma reservoirs in early modern Japan: The case
of Lake Jonuma in Tatebayashi domain
SAKAMOTO Tatsuhiko

This paper makes two points about Lake Jonuma on the territory of Tatebayashi domain,
Josht Province (present-day Gunma Prefecture), in the early modern period.

The first point concerns the relationship between the functions performed by the lake and
its agricultural development. Lake Jonuma is considered to have been a defensive feature of
the castle, a waterway, and a reservoir (tamenuma). This paper identifies an additional
function in view of the flood of 1851. At the end of the Edo period, the double sluice gate on
Lake Jonuma, which had previously been kept closed except at certain times, was left open
throughout the year to enable production of lotus root and cultivation of newly reclaimed
land. Consequently the lake's level fell, and in years of heavy rainfall, farmland in the village
of Hanetsuki suffered flooding. This indicates that Lake Jonuma also served as a retention
basin. The reduction in water storage capacity resulting from its development heightened
the risk of flooding downstream.

Second, the plants and waterweed gathered in and around Lake Jonuma at the domain’s
orders are here reassessed for their resource value. First, clearing plants and waterweed
was useful in securing a supply of water and conserving the environment. Further, most of
the villages from which laborers were drafted in the summer appear to have lacked
adequate grasslands. The vegetation gathered from Lake Jonuma may therefore have been
sold or given to them by the domain to use for fertilizer. Vegetation gathered in the autumn
and winter appears to have been used as construction and manufacturing material.
Waterweed gathered during those months served as a source of revenue for the domain,
since it was sold off. The gathering of plants and waterweed thus provided opportunities for
both ruler and ruled to procure resources.



THE TOKUGAWA ART MUSEUM

Contents

Articles

A Study of Lacquer Works Bearing the Inscription “Zhang Cheng zao” (made by Zhang
CREI@) +rv v v re e e e s et ettt ITATANI Nozomi ( 1)

Re-identification of the Haikadzuk: Tenmoku Owned by Insetsu Mentioned in the Yamanoue
Soji ki: Merits and Demerits of Provenance and Box Inscriptions )
.................................................................................. KATO Shéhei (23)

Introduction of Art Object

The Kenchiji Buddha Nirvana Painting «««-«-«-coeoeeeeerereememeeaei ANDO Kaori (41)

Introduction of Historical Material

Introducing the Keiko irai raikan (Letters to Tokugawa Yoshinao) (Part 3)
.............................................................................. - NAMIKI Masashi ( 57 )

Tokugawa Naritaka's Waka and Travel Writings =«+«-«-coseeereeeeesn HARA Fumihiko (85)

THE TOKUGAWA REIMEIKAI FOUNDATION

8-11, Mejiro 3-chome, Toshima-ku, Tokyo 171-0031, Japan.
(phone) (03)-3950-0111

THE TOKUGAWA INSTITUTE FOR THE HISTORY OF FORESTRY

address as above.
(phone) (03)-3950-0117

THE TOKUGAWA ART MUSEUM

1017, Tokugawa-cho, Higashi-ku, Nagoya 461-0023, Japan.
(phone) (052)-935-6262



KINKO SOSHO

BULLETIN
OF
THE TOKUGAWA REIMEIKAI FOUNDATION

NO. 52 March 2025

THE TOKUGAWA INSTITUTE
FOR THE HISTORY OF FORESTRY

(Tokugawa Rinseishi Kenkyitjo Kenkyit Kiyo Vol. 59)

Contents

Articles

The Interior (oku) of the Honmaru Palace of Edo Castle: A spatial reassessment focusing on
modifications during the reigns of Yoshimune, Ieharu, and Ieyoshi -+ FUKAI Masaumi ( 1 )

The functions and maintenance of tamenuma reservoirs in early modern Japan: The case of
Lake Jonuma in Tatebayashi domain ««««+«+x+eseeeeeeeeeeeees -SAKAMOTO Tatsuhiko (39)

The process of developing coastal erosion control forests in Kaga domain
.............................................................................. -KAYATA Hiroya ( 57 )

Townsmen districts and house ownership in early modern Nagoya: The case of
Tachibana-cho Uramachi <« ««cccrserrrreeremmmmeeeemmnnieeinnnn. MATSUMOTO Hinako ( 73 )

Otachiyori and otorinuke visits by the shogun Ienari-««---------- YOSHINARI Kasumi (111)

Owari’s former ruling family and retainers and the settling of Yakumo, Hokkaido
............................................................................... . FUJITA Hideaki (127)

Research Notes

Hinoki plantations in the Kiso Valley in the early Meiji period: On the Shonaeg: baisai ikken

ESUZUTTPOMT OF L& -+ v v v vt ernmmmneee ettt SHIMIZU Yuzo (155)
The origins and evolution of Sugihata, Aomori-machi -+« =veeeeee KAYABA Masahito (179)
Activities
Research and Dissemination Activities in fiscal year 2024 ««-«c-oveeeereeeerieeiieiiii.. - (191)
Appendixes

A catalog of more picture maps (Zoku Rin-Ezu) collected by the Tokugawa Institute for
the History of Forestry-Part T <o v e e remeesesesuntesiiietetioietttieiiuteietiiuierisiotesioianen ( 1 )



H o= W

—RPIRER BN E—
FRE P H N =N+ D EBR
PR P HE NIz

B
IF=-
R
IF=-
I-Z-
I-S-
TER

0031

0031

0023

0089

o ®E+11E (& ERE)

TE - R

B = # 2
# = # k
BEIEX TN <N+ |
GEEEN< 8= KR
21 (B o011 1 ()
RIS E IR T N L N -
BEEEHRERE
21 (B 01 1 (¥)
SMHMERXE=E | O 1
g (8) 1K ()
FRERIXIRENIESE
g2 B X B H R
B E (8) KLKo% ()

©2025 THE TOKUGAWA REIMEIKAI

FOUNDATION






