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Foreword

There are many famous swords handed down to the feudal lords of the 
Owari Tokugawa family with tales of glory in battle, such as having passed 
through the hands of several rulers and survived wars, and many with 
auspicious stories, such as having been presented as gifts for military 
achievements or celebrations. The value and importance of each sword 
was enhanced by each item’s history.
 This exhibition will display renowned swords used by famous 
warlords and feudal lords throughout history. Presenting swords in 
the Tokugawa Art Museum’s collection that are National Treasures, 
Important Cultural Properties, as well as famed swords, this exhibition 
will introduce the profound appeal of swords from both the perspectives 
of their fascinating historical background and the beauty of the swords 
themselves.

Part 1
Sword Fittings

Chapter I

Samurai and Sword Fittings

Sword fittings are the exterior parts attached to blades and consist of a 
hilt (tsuka), scabbard (saya), and metal fittings, and is also called koshirae. 
Among the samurai families of the Edo period (1603-1868), various types 
of sword mountings were prepared for use by the head of the family and 
his sons, depending on the occasion.
        Sword mountings for tachi (65 to 70cm in length) were used to match 
ceremonial attire, and several styles of mountings were produced. Official 
clothing regulations designated different types of decorative tachi sword 
mountings to match various levels of formal attire. The most formal court 
attire, sokutai, was matched with decorative tachi mountings, kazari
tachi goshirae (hoso dachi goshirae). The second most formal attire, ikan, 
was matched with sword mountings with tweezer-shaped ornament on 
grip, kenukigata tachi goshirae, also called nodachi goshirae. Moreover, 
medium-sword fittings, chiisa-gatana goshirae, were deemed appropriate 
for semi-formal attire and the black lacquered set of one long and one 
short sword, the daishō goshirae, were for official use. On the other 
hand, designs for swords for private use were less restricted and some 
magnificent sword mountings were produced, including sets of long 
and short swords decorated in the flamboyant kabuku style from the 
Momoyama period (1573-1600) and items that made use of the wide 
variety of Edo period lacquering techniques.

1 ◎
Daishō-goshirae, maki-e lacquer on vermilion lacquered scabbards with 
dragons and cloud motif. 
Momoyama period, 16th c.
Attributed to the 1st lord of Kaga Maeda family, Maeda Toshiie.
Oyama Shrine, Ishikawa pref.
*exhibited from 12 August to 7 September, 2025.

2    
Daishō-goshirae, vermilion lacquer scabbards with hirumaki spiral motif. 
Momoyama-Edo period, 16th-17th c.
Owned by the 2nd lord of Hikone Ii family, Ii Naotaka.
Hikone Castle Museum, Shiga pref.
*exhibited from 15 July to 11 August, 2025.

3 ◎
Daishō-goshirae, green lacquer kizami ribbed-style scabbards with noshi
wrapping motif in gold-plate inlay.
Edo period, 17th c.
Owned by the 1st lord of Yanagawa Tachibana family, Tachibana 
Muneshige.
Kyoto National Museum.
*exhibited from 14 June to 13 July, 2025.

4    
Tachi-goshirae, maki-e lacquer scabbard with metal fittings, mother-of-
pearl inlay, and scattered aoi crests motif.
Edo period, 17th c. 
Owned by Asano Nagaakira and the 1st lord of Owari, Tokugawa Yoshinao.

5 <A>    
Chiisa-gatana-goshirae, nashiji lacquer scabbard in kizami ribbed-style.
Edo period, 17th c.
Owned by the 3rd lord of Owari, Tokugawa Tsunanari.

6 <B>    
Chiisa-gatana-goshirae, granular gold motif on black lacquer scabbard.
Edo period, 17th c.
Owned by the 3rd lord of Owari, Tokugawa Tsunanari.

7    
Daishō-goshirae, black lacquer scabbards with walnut shell inlay.
Edo period, 18th-19th c.
Inherited by the Hikone Ii family.
Hikone Castle Museum, Shiga pref.
*exhibited from 14 June to 13 July, 2025.

8    
Daishō-goshirae, black lacquer scabbards with powdered mother-of-
pearl.
Edo period, 19th c.
Owned by Tokugawa Yasuchiyo, the 6th son of the 14th lord of Owari, 
Tokugawa Yoshikatsu.
*exhibited from 15 July to 7 September, 2025.

9    
Uchigatana-goshirae, black lacquer scabbard wrapped in crane-leg 
leather with aoi crests motif.
Edo period, 18th-19th c.
Inherited by the Tokugawa Shogun family.
The Japanese Sword Museum, Tokyo
*exhibited from 12 August  to 7 September, 2025.

10    
Daishō-goshirae, scabbards wrapped in gold brocade.
Meiji period, 1869.
Owned by the 16th lord of Owari, Tokugawa Yoshinori.
*exhibited from 14 June to 11 August, 2025.

11 <A>    
Sword mountings, case, bag, and documents accompanying the 
Wakizashi named Monoyoshi Sadamune (No.123).
Edo period, 17th-18th c.
Owned by Tokugawa Ieyasu and the 1st lord of Owari, Tokugawa Yoshinao. 

12 □ <B>
Tantō, signed “Yoshimitsu”, and sword mountings, cases, and documents.
Kamakura period, 13th c.
Owned by Tokugawa Ieyasu and Sanada Nobumasa.
The Sanada Treasures Museum, Nagano pref.

13 <A>    
Tachi-goshirae, maki-e lacquer scabbard with aoi crests motif and itomaki
silk cord knotting decoration.
Edo period, 17th c.

14 <B>    
Tachi-goshirae, maki-e lacquer scabbard with aoi crests motif and itomaki
silk cord knotting decoration.
Edo period, 18th c. 
Owned by the 5th lord of Owari, Tokugawa Gorōta.

15 <A>
Chiisa-gatana-goshirae, black lacquer scabbard.
Edo period, 1855.
Owned by the 14th lord of Owari, Tokugawa Yoshikatsu.

16 <A>    
Daishō-goshirae, black lacquer scabbards.
Edo period, 1855. 
Owned by the 14th lord of Owari, Tokugawa Yoshikatsu.

17 <B>
Chiisa-gatana-goshirae, black lacquer scabbard.
Edo period, 1851. 
Owned by the 14th lord of Owari, Tokugawa Yoshikatsu.

18 <B>    
Daishō-goshirae, black lacquer scabbards.
Edo period, 1851.
Owned by the 14th lord of Owari, Tokugawa Yoshikatsu.

19 <A>    
Wakizashi, signed “Tadamitsu of Bishū Osafune, Bunmei 3rd year 8th 
month day”. 
Muromachi period, 1471.
Owned by the 16th lord of Owari, Tokugawa Yoshinori.

Katana-goshirae, black lacquer scabbard.
Edo period, 1858.
Owned by the 16th lord of Owari, Tokugawa Yoshinori.

20 <B>    
Katana, signed “Osafune Hikozaemon’nojō Sukesada of Bizen’nokuni, 
Eishō 2nd year 8th month day”. 
Muromachi period, 1505. 
Owned by the 11th Tokugawa Shogun Ienari and the 10th lord of Owari, 
Tokugawa Naritomo.

Katana-goshirae, black lacquer scabbard.
Edo period, 19th c. 
Owned by the 10th lord of Owari, Tokugawa Naritomo.

21    
Sample of scabbard painting.
Edo period, 19th c.
The Japanese Sword Museum, Tokyo

Chapter II

Samurai Status and Metalwork

Metalworking is an essential technique for sword smithing. Sword 
mountings are adorned with several metalwork pieces that are elaborately 
crafted using a wide variety of techniques. The mitokoromono, a set of 
three pieces of metalwork consisting of the kozuka (small knife grip), kōgai 
(hair pick), and menuki (hilt ornament), add a special shine to each sword 
mounting. From the late Muromachi period (1336-1573) these metalwork 
items became highly regarded as objects worthy of appreciation.
        Many metalworking families were active throughout the country 
during the Edo period, but the most highly respected was the Gotō 
family who had served the Ashikaga Shogunate and made metalwork 
their family business since the Muromachi period. While serving the Edo 
Shogunate in the manufacture and management of currency, including 
the large and small oval gold coins called Ōban and koban, and weights 
used for measurement, the Gotō family also expanded their activities 
as metalworkers, setting up branch families all over the country. Sword 
fittings made by the Gotō family were highly sought after and fittings 
made by the Gotō family were formally designated as the fittings for long 
and short sword mountings used for official occasions. 
      Metalwork made by the Gotō family is called oiebori, while other 
metalwork is called machibori. A wide range of designs were created in 
the machibori style and produced for various feudal lords.

Section 1
The Gotō family: Metalworking Authority

22    
Kozuka, turtle and log motif, unsigned, attributed to Yūjō [Gotō I].
Muromachi period, 15th c. 
Owned by Tokugawa Ieyasu and the 1st lord of Owari, Tokugawa Yoshinao.

23    
Mitokoromono, log bridge motif, unsigned, attributed to Yūjō [Gotō I].
Muromachi period, 15th c.

24    
Mitokoromono, lion motif, signed “Designed by Yūjō [Gotō I], certified by 
Mitsuyoshi [Gotō XV]”, and certificate of evaluation.
Muromachi period, 15th c.

25    
Mitokoromono, walnuts motif, unsigned, attributed to Sōjō [Gotō II].
Muromachi period, 16th c.

26    
Menuki, lion and peony motif, unsigned, attributed to Jōshin [Gotō III].
Muromachi period, 16th c.

27    
Menuki, three-leaf arrowhead and crows motif, signed “Kōjō [Gotō IV], 
(insignia)”.
Momoyama-Edo period, 16th-17th c.

28    
Mitokoromono, motif from the Noh play “Shōjō”, signed “Gotō Tokujō 
[Gotō V], (insignia)”.
Momoyama-Edo period, 16th-17th c.

29    
Kozuka, Mt. Fuji and seashore motif, signed “Eijō [Gotō VI], certified by 
Mitsumasa [Gotō XII], (insignia)”.
Edo period, 17th c.

30    
Mitokoromono, camellia, narcissus and chrysanthemum with flower vase 
motif, signed “Gotō Kenjō [Gotō VII], (insignia)”.
Edo period, 17th c.

31    
Kozuka, court carriage, moonflower and chrysanthemum motif, signed 
“Designed by Sokujō [Gotō VIII], certified by Mitsuyoshi [Gotō XV], 
(insignia)”.
Edo period, 17th c.

32    
Tsuba, grape motif, signed “Sokujō [Gotō VIII], certified by Mitsuakira [Gotō 
XVI], (insignia)”.
Edo period, 17th c.

33    
Mitokoromono, oar and pole motif, signed “Teijō [Gotō IX], (insignia)”.
Edo period, 17th c.

34    
Kozuka, dragons motif, signed “Gotō Renjō [Gotō X], (insignia)”.
Edo period, 17th c.

35    
Kozuka, three aoi crests motif, signed “Tsūjō [Gotō XI]”.
Edo period, 17th-18th c.

36    
Kozuka, nail motif, signed “Gotō Mitsumasa [Gotō XII]”.
Edo period, 18th c.

37    
Kozuka, tigers motif, signed “Gotō Mitsutaka [Gotō XIII] (insignia)”.
Edo period, 18th c.

38    
Mitokoromono, herons on a boat motif, signed “Keijō [Gotō XIV], certified 
by Mitsuyoshi [Gotō XV], (insignia)”.
Edo period, 18th c.

39    
Kozuka, turtle motif, signed “Gotō Mitsuyoshi [Gotō XV], (insignia)”.
Edo period, 18th-19th c.
The Tokugawa Art Museum

Section 2
The Rise of Machibori Metalworkers in the Town

40    
Tsuba, openwork aoi motif, signed “Ō’oka Masatsugu, (insignia)”. 
Edo period, 17th c.

41    
Tsuba, openwork ear of rice motif, signed “Ikkōdō Tomotsugu”.
Edo period, 18th-19th c.

42    
Tsuba, openwork rabbits motif, signed “Made by Norisuke of Bifu”.
Edo period, 19th c.

43    
Tsuba, openwork flowers motif, unsigned, known as “Yamakichibei”, 
attributed to Yamasaka Kichibei.
Edo period, 17th-18th c.

44    
Fuchi, two tigers motif, signed “Yoshioka Inabanosuke, age 85”.
Edo period, 18th-19th c.

45    
Kōgai and Kozuka, lion motif, signed “Kikuoka Mitsumasa, (insignia)”.
Edo period, 18th-19th c.

46    
Menuki, ship, crow and heron motif, signed “Kikuoka Mitsutoshi”.
Edo period, 19th c.

47    
Kozuka, cherry blossoms and pheasants motif, signed “Jugakusai Ishiguro 
Masayoshi, (insignia)”. 
Edo period, 19th c.

48    
Kōgai, phoenix motif, signed “Ishiguro Koretsune, (insignia)”.
Edo period, 19th c.

49    
Kozuka, landscapes of Shōseien Garden motif, signed “Engraved by 
Tokuoki”. 
Edo period, 19th c.

50    
Kozuka, wrestling between octopus and frog motif, signed “Shōkatei 
Motohiro, (insignia)”.
Edo period, 18th-19th c.

51    
Futatokoromono, lions motif.
Edo period, 18th-19th c.

52    
Tsuba, wave and seaweed motif.
Edo period, 17th-18th c.

53    
Tsuba, openwork interlocking circles motif.
Edo period, 18th-19th c.

54    
Menuki, dragons motif.
Edo period, 17th c.

55    
Menuki, lobsters motif.
Edo period, 18th-19th c.

56    
Kinkō Kantei Hiketsu Vol.1; instruction manual for appraising sword 
mounting by Noda Takaaki.
Edo period, 1820.

57    
Sōkenkishō; treatise including directory of sword fitting makers’ names by 
Inaba Tsūryū.
Edo period, 1781.

Chapter III

The Owari Tokugawa Family and Sword Fittings

Throughout the Edo period (1603-1868), the Owari Tokugawa family 
owned many swords and sword fittings, but the sword fittings were not 
always kept in their original configuration. As they passed through the 
hands of successive heads of the family, the fittings were sometimes 
replaced with preferred ones or entirely new mountings were made. This 
common way of remounting swords with new fittings continued until the 
early Meiji period (1868-1912) and the swords have been passed down to 
the current day as they were in the early Meiji period.
       During the end of the Edo period, the 14th head of the family, 
Yoshikatsu, was highly trusted by the shogunate and gained the trust 
of the Imperial Court, allowing him to survive a period of great turmoil. 
Yoshikatsu brought famous swords that had been presented to the 
Shoguns and had previously been kept secret out into the open and 
presented them to the Imperial Court. This exhibit displays the sword 
fittings that were produced and owned by Yoshikatsu to display one 
aspect of sword fitting management within the Owari Tokugawa family.
        Finally, the last portion of the first half of the exhibit will focus on the 
fittings of famous swords that were considered the finest of swords in the 
Owari Tokugawa family. Looking again at how highly esteemed famous 
swords were treasured in the Owari Tokugawa family, this exhibit presents 
fittings that have been used throughout the ages, important sword 
pouches and boxes, and sword fittings that were carefully stored even 
after being separated from the blades.

Section 1
Tokugawa Yoshikatsu’s Sword Fittings Collection

58 <A>
Tachi-goshirae, maki-e lacquer scabbard with phoenix motif and kenuki
tweezers-shaped motif on the grip.
Edo period, 1836. 
Owned by Konoe Tadahiro and the 11th lord of Owari, Tokugawa Nariharu 
and 14th Yoshikatsu.

59 <B>    
Tachi-goshirae used at the occasion of National Mourning for the 
Emperor’s parent, black lacquer scabbard with silver trim.
Edo period, 1867. 
Owned by the 14th lord of Owari, Tokugawa Yoshikatsu.

60 <A>    
Daishō-goshirae, black lacquer scabbards with eggshell inlay.
Edo period, 1862.
Owned by the 14th lord of Owari, Tokugawa Yoshikatsu.

61 <B>    
Daishō-goshirae, black lacquer scabbards with fishbone inlay.
Edo period, 1857 and 1854. 
Owned by the 14th lord of Owari, Tokugawa Yoshikatsu.

62 <A>
Katana-goshirae, black lacquer scabbard with fishbone inlay.
Edo period, 1868.
Owned by the 14th lord of Owari, Tokugawa Yoshikatsu.

63 <B>    
Katana-goshirae, damask-wrapped scabbard.
Edo period, 1870.
Owned by the 14th lord of Owari, Tokugawa Yoshikatsu.

64 <A>    
Chiisa-gatana-goshirae, black lacquer scabbard.
Edo period, 1857.
Owned by the 14th lord of Owari, Tokugawa Yoshikatsu.

65 <B>    
Wakizashi-goshirae, black lacquer scabbard with eggshell inlay.
Edo period, 1865.
Owned by the 14th lord of Owari, Tokugawa Yoshikatsu.

66    
Record of sword fittings among the bequests of the 10th lord of Owari, 
Tokugawa Naritomo.
Edo period, 19th c.

67    
Mitokoromono, loquats motif, signed “Gotō Mitsuyasu, (insignia)”.
Edo period, 19th c.

68 <B>    
Sword mounting accompanying the Katana named Yoshimi Samonji 
(No.86).

69 <A>    
Sword mounting accompanying Tantō named Kōzuke Sadamune (No.114).

Section 2
Famous  Swords and their Fittings

70 <A>    
Sword mounting accompanying Katana named Ikeda Masamune (No.93).
Edo period, 17th c.
Owned by the 3rd Tokugawa Shogun Iemitsu and the 1st lord of Owari,
Tokugawa Yoshinao.

71 <A>    
Sword mounting accompanying Tantō named Naraya Sadamune (No.96).
Owned by the 1st lord of Owari, Tokugawa Yoshinao.

72 <B>    
Sword mounting, case and bag accompanying Tantō named Fudō 
Masamune (No.95).
Owned by the 1st lord of Owari, Tokugawa Yoshinao.

73 <A>
Sword mounting, case and bag accompanying Tantō named Mumei 
Tōshirō (No.111).
Owned by the 1st lord of Owari, Tokugawa Yoshinao.

74 <B>    
Sword mounting accompanying Tantō named Togawa Shizu (No.99).
Edo period, 17th c. 
Owned by the 3rd Tokugawa Shogun Iemitsu and the 1st lord of Owari, 
Tokugawa Yoshinao.

75 <B>    
Sword mounting accompanying Wakizashi named Namazuo Tōshirō 
(No.89).
Edo period, 19th c.
Owned by the 14th lord of Owari, Tokugawa Yoshikatsu.

76 <A>    
Sword mounting accompanying Tantō named Ichian Masamune (No.94).
Edo period, 17th c. 
Owned by the 5th Tokugawa Shogun Tsunayoshi and the 4th lord of 
Owari, Tokugawa Yoshimichi.

77 <B>    
Sword mounting accompanying Kodachi named Matsura Nobukuni 
(No.90).
Meiji period, 1870.
Owned by the 16th lord of Owari, Tokugawa Yoshinori.

78    
Sword mounting accompanying Tachi named Ō-samonji (No.102).
Edo period, 17th-19th c.

79    
Tsuba, named Zansetsu (Lingering snow), openwork snowflakes and 
swords motif.
Muromachi period, 15th c. 

80    
Tsuba, named Akebono (Dawn).
Muromachi period, 15th c.

Part 2
Swords

Chapter I

Samurai and Celebrated Swords

For samurai, famous swords were not only excellent weapons, but 
also treasures and assets that could be given as formal gifts. During the 
Muromachi period (1336-1573), swords given as gifts were highly valued, 
primarily those bearing the marks of skilled swordsmiths from the Heian 
period (794-1185) through to the Nanboku-chō period (1336-1392), and 
were considered suitable for presentation to the shogun. However, in the 
late Muromachi period, it became fashionable to shorten the tachi long 
swords made by historical master swordsmiths and the swordsmith’s 
inscriptions were often lost, causing the value of these swords to change.
        In the Edo period (1603-1868), the history and transmission of each 
sword from person to person gained importance. Of course, swords that 
had been owned by renowned military commanders and used in famous 
battles during times of war were treasured, but also swords that had 
been bestowed by shoguns and given as gifts to mark auspicious turning 
points in life were valued. Famous swords gained many glorious histories 
over the years. There are legendary tales among some of these swords’ 
pedigrees, but whether they are true or not does not impact on the 
importance of the sword. If we think of these legends as “what people 
sought in a famous sword” rather than prioritizing historical accuracy, we 
can understand the role these famous swords played in samurai society 
and their great value.

81 ⦿ <B>
Tachi, signed “Sanjō”, named “Mikazuki Munechika”.
Heian period, 10th-12th c.
Owned by the wife of Toyotomi Hideyoshi, the 2nd Tokugawa Shogun 
Hidetada.
Tokyo National Museum.

82 ◎
Katana, named Nansen Ichimonji, unsigned, attributed to Ichimonji.
Kamakura period, 13th c.
Owned by the Ashikaga Shogun family, Toyotomi Hideyoshi, Hideyori, 
Tokugawa Ieyasu and the 1st lord of Owari, Tokugawa Yoshinao.

83 ◎ <A>
Tachi, signed “Kunitsuna”.
Kamakura period, 13th c. 
Owned by the 8th Tokugawa Shogun Yoshimune, 10th Ieharu and 11th 
Ienari.

Chapter II

War and Swords

The high value of a famous sword is often based on its origins, most 
importantly if it has a history related to war or was supposedly owned by 
a powerful military commander or a ruler of Japan.
        The authority of the Muromachi shogunate began to decline in the 
mid-Muromachi period (1336-1573), and frequent battles began to break 
out all over the country. Samurai risked their lives fighting in battle after 
battle. Swords were taken to the battlefield as tools of war, but were 
also sometimes kept as treasures in castles, and were given as gifts and 
rewards for military achievements or as proof of a lord-vassal relationship. 
         From the Hon’nōji Incident (1582) where the mightiest of warriors 
Oda Nobunaga was killed and the Battle of Odawara (1590) where 
Toyotomi Hideyoshi completed his unification of Japan, to the Battle of 
Sekigahara (1600), a turning point in Japanese history, and the Summer 
Sieges of Osaka Castle (1615), in which the Toyotomi faction was finally 
defeated by Tokugawa Ieyasu, the swords presented here witnessed rapid 
historical changes.

Section 1
The Era of Rival Warlords

84 ○
Tachi, signed “Kunitoshi”, named Torikai Kunitoshi.
Kamakura period, 13th c. 
Owned by Torikai Sōkei, Hosokawa Tadaoki, Ishida Mitsunari, Tokugawa 
Ieyasu and others.

85    
Tantō, named Wakae Sogō Masamune, unsigned, attributed to 
Masamune.
Kamakura period, 14th c.
Owned by Sogō Jūzaemon, Toyotomi Hideyoshi, Hideyori, Tokugawa 
Ieyasu and the 1st lord of Owari, Tokugawa Yoshinao.

86    
Katana, signed “Samonji, sharpened by Yoshimi Masayori, Eiroku 9th year 
8th month auspicious day”, named Yoshimi Samonji.
Nanbokuchō period, 14th c.
Owned by Tokugawa Ieyasu and others.

87 ⦿
Tachi, signed “Nagamitsu”, named Tsuda Tōtoumi Nagamitsu.
Kamakura period, 13th c. 
Owned by Oda Nobunaga, Akechi Mitsuhide and others.

Section 2
The Era of Rival Warlords

88 ⦿ <B>
Tachi, signed “Yoshifusa”, known as Okada-giri.
Owned by Oda Nobukatsu, Masuda Takashi and the Emperor Meiji.
Tokyo National Museum

89
Wakizashi, signed “Yoshimitsu”, named Namazuo Tōshirō.
Kamakura period, 13th c. 
Owned by Oda Nobukatsu, Toyotomi Hideyoshi, Hideyori, Tokugawa 
Ieyasu and the 1st lord of Owari, Tokugawa Yoshinao.

90 <A>    
Kodachi, signed “Minamoto Saemon’nojō Nobukuni, Ō’ei 21st year 2nd 
month day”, named Matsura Nobukuni.
Muromachi period, 1414.
Owned by Hosokawa Tadaoki, Toyotomi Hideyoshi and others.
*exhibited during period <A> and from 12 August to 7 September, 2025.

91 ◎
Katana, signed “Certified as Nagayoshi’s work, carving inscription by 
Kunihiro of Hyūga in Kyushu in Tenshō 18th year 5th month 3rd day, 
owned by Nagaoo Shingorō Akinaga, given by the lord (HōJō Ujimasa) in 
Tenshō 14th year 7th month 21st day.”
Nanbokucho period, 14th c. 
Owned by Hōjō Ujinao, Nagao Akinaga and others.

[Reference Work]    
Illustration of Katana known as Honsaku Nagayoshi (No.91).
By Imoto Yūki.
Modern, 2024.
Donated by Ashikaga City.

92 ◎ <A>
Katana, signed “Work by Kunihiro of Kyushu Hyūga, ordered by Taira-
no-Akinaga in Tenshō 18th year 2nd month auspicious day”, known as 
Yamanba-giri Kunihiro.
Momoyama period, 1590.
Owned by Nagao Akinaga.
Ashikaga City Cultural Foundation

93 ◎
Katana, signed “Masamune Suriage, Hon’ami, (insignia)”, named Ikeda 
Masamune.
Kamakura period, 14th c. 
Owned by Date Masamune, Ikeda Nagayoshi and others.

94 ◎
Tantō, named Ichian Masamune, unsigned, attributed to Masamune.
Kamakura period, 14th c. 
Owned by Yokohama Ryōkei, Toyotomi Hideyoshi, the 3rd Tokugawa 
Shogun Iemitsu and others.

95 ◎
Tantō, signed “Masamune”, named Fudō Masamune.
Kamakura period, 14th c. 
Owned by Toyotomi Hidetsugu,
Tokugawa Ieyasu, Maeda Toshiie and others.

96
Tantō, named Naraya Sadamune, unsigned, attributed to Sadamune.
Kamakura-Nanbokuchō period, 14th c.
Owned by Naraya Sōetsu, Toyotomi Hideyasu, Hideyori, Tokugawa 
Hidetada and others.

97 ⦿
Tantō, named Hyūga Masamune, unsigned, attributed to Masamune.
Kamakura period, 14th c.
Owned by Toyotomi Hideyoshi, Ishida Mitsunari, Mizuno Katsunari and 
the 1st lord of Kii, Tokugawa Yorinobu.
Mitsui Memorial Museum, Tokyo
*exhibited from 29 July to 11 August, 2025.

Section 3
Tokugawa Ieyasu’s Unification of Japan

98 ○
Tantō, signed “Yoshimitsu”, named Hōchō Tōshirō.
Kamakura period, 13th c.
Owned by Ōtani Yoshitsugu, Tokugawa Ieyasu and the 1st lord of Owari, 
Tokugawa Yoshinao.

99 <A>
Tantō, named Togawa Shizu, unsigned, attributed to Shizu.
Nanbokuchō period, 14th c.
Owned by Togawa Michiyasu, Maeda Toshinaga, Tokugawa Hidetada and 
others.

100 ○ <B>
Tachi, unsigned, attributed to Ichimonji.
Kamakura period, 13th c.
Owned by Ikeda Terumasa, Tokugawa Ieyasu and the 1st lord of Owari, 
Tokugawa Yoshinao.

101 ◎
Tachi, signed “Mitsutada”.
Kamakura period, 13th c. 
Owned by Toyotomi Hideyoshi, Hideyori and the 1st lord of Owari, 
Tokugawa Yoshinao.

102
Tachi, signed “Sa”, named Ō-Samonji. 
Nanbokuchō period, 14th c. 
Owned by Tokugawa Ieyasu, Toyotomi Hideyori, the 1st lord of Owari, 
Tokugawa Yoshinao and others.

103
Tantō, signed “Munechika”, named Ebina Kokaji.
Heian period, 12th c. 
Owned by the Ashikaga shogunal family, Toyotomi Hideyoshi, Hideyori, 
Tokugawa Ieyasu and others.

104    
Tantō, signed “Masamune of Sōshū, Karyaku 3rd year 8th month day”, 
named Ōsaka Nagamei Masamune.
Kamakura period, 1328.  
Owned by Toyotomi Hideyori, Tokugawa Ieyasu and the 1st lord of Owari, 
Tokugawa Yoshinao.

105 ○
Katana, signed “Yasutsugu of Echizen, produced using imported iron at 
Bushū, Edo, Keichō 19th year 8th month auspicious day”.
Edo period, 1614.
Owned by Tokugawa Ieyasu and the 1st lord of Owari, Tokugawa Yoshinao.

Chapter III

Swords Given as Gifts

The value of famous swords associated with historical battles, a sacred 
stage for samurai, continued to increase. However, as the Edo Shogunate 
maintained a stable government and peace reigned over Japan, these 
swords no longer had the opportunity to create new stories in battle, the 
kind of stories that had previously been associated with famous swords. 
Instead, famous swords were now utilized in formal gift-giving occasions 
and this increased their value.
        Swords were exchanged as gifts among feudal lords and between 
feudal lords and their vassals, but the most important exchanges were 
those bestowed by the Shogunate. Swords were bestowed at the most 
important stages of life; birth, coming of age, succession to head of the 
clan, and retirement, as well as during the division of inheritances. During 
visits to welcome the Shogun to one’s residence, the Shogun would 
bestow suitable swords and their Daimyo hosts would present swords to 
the Shogun.
        The exchange of swords with the Shogun was an honor in itself, and 
swords received from the Shogun were treasured for generations as 
heirlooms that bore witness to the family’s history and prestige. As the 
Owari Tokugawa family held a high position among the three branch 
families of the Tokugawa, they had many opportunities to receive swords 
from the Tokugawa Shogunate. In the early Edo period, the Owari 
Tokugawa family sometimes gave away swords that had been bestowed 
upon them as gifts, but by the mid-Edo period, the family began to 
preserve swords related to the successive Shoguns and items inherited 
from Tokugawa Ieyasu himself, the Sumpu owakemono, as family 
heirlooms.

Section 1
Tokugawa Ieyasu’s Bequests

106 ⦿
Tachi, signed “Made by Rai Magotarō, (insignia), Shō’ō 5th year 8th month 
13th day”.
Kamakura period, 1292. 
Owned by Tokugawa Ieyasu and the 1st lord of Owari, Tokugawa Yoshinao.

107 ○ <A>
Katana, unsigned, attributed to Kanenaga.
Heian period, 12th c.
Owned by Iida Shin’emon, Tokugawa Ieyasu, the 1st lord of Owari, 
Tokugawa Yoshinao.

108 ○ <B>
Katana, unsigned, attributed to Masatsune.
Kamakura period, 13th c.
Owned by Tokugawa Ieyasu and the 1st lord of Owari, Tokugawa Yoshinao.

109 ⦿
Tantō, named Hōchō Masamune, unsigned, attributed to Masamune.
Kamakura period, 14th c.
Owned by Tokugawa Ieyasu and the 1st lord of Owari, Tokugawa Yoshinao.

Section 2
Gifts from the Tokugawa Shoguns

110 ◎ <A>
Tachi, signed “Rai Kunimitsu”.
Kamakura period, 14th c.
Owned by the 3rd Tokugawa Shogun Iemitsu and the 1st lord of Owari, 
Tokugawa Yoshinao.

111 <B>
Tantō, named Mumei Tōshirō, unsigned, attributed to Yoshimitsu.
Kamakura period, 13th c.
Owned by Ikoma Masatoshi, the 2nd Tokugawa Shogun Hidetada and the 
1st lord of Owari, Tokugawa Yoshinao.

112 ◎
Katana, named Samidaregō, unsigned, attributed to Gō no Yoshihiro.
Kamakura-Nanbokuchō period, 14th c.
Owned by Kuroda Nagamasa, Tokugawa Iemitsu, Tokugawa Mitsutomo 
and others.

113 ⦿
Tantō, signed “Yoshimitsu”, named Gotō Tōshirō.
Kamakura period, 13th c.
Owned by Gotō Shōzaburō, Doi Toshikatsu, the 3rd Tokugawa Shogun 
Iemitsu and the 2nd lord of Owari, Tokugawa Mitsutomo.

114
Tantō, named Kōzuke Sadamune, unsigned, attributed to Sadamune.
Kamakura-Nanbokuchō period, 14th c.
Owned by Honda Masazumi, the 3rd Tokugawa Shogun Iemitsu and the 
1st lord of Owari, Tokugawa Yoshinao.

115 ◎
Tachi, signed “Kuniyuki”.
Kamakura period, 13th c. 
Owned by the 3rd Tokugawa Shogun Iemitsu and the 1st lord of Owari, 
Tokugawa Yoshinao.

116 ⦿
Tachi, signed “Mitsutada”.
Kamakura period, 13th c. 
Owned by the 5th Tokugawa Shogun Tsunayoshi and the 3rd lord of 
Owari, Tokugawa Tsunanari.

117 ◎
Katana, unsigned, attributed to Masamune.
Kamakura period, 14th c. 
Owned by the 7th Tokugawa Shogun letsugu and the 6th lord of Owari, 
Tokugawa Tsugutomo.

118 ◎
Tachi, signed “Kanemitsu of Bishū Osafune”.
Nanbokuchō period, 14th c. 
Owned by the 8th Tokugawa Shogun Yoshimune and the 8th lord of 
Owari, Tokugawa Munekatsu. 

119 ⦿
Tachi, signed “Masatsune”.
Heian period, 12th c.
Owned by the 8th Tokugawa Shogun Yoshimune and the 9th lord of 
Owari, Tokugawa Munechika.

120 ◎
Tachi, signed “Rai Kunitoshi, Shōwa 4th year 10th month 23rd day, (illegible 
characters) age 75”.
Kamakura period, 1315.
Owned by the 9th Tokugawa Shogun Ieshige and the 8th lord of Owari, 
Tokugawa Munekatsu.

121 ○ <A>
Tachi, signed “Ise Amaterasu Ōmikami, (illegible character) Hachiman-
daibosatsu, Nobukuni”.
Muromachi period, 15th c. 
Owned by the 12th Tokugawa Shogun Ieyoshi and the 13th lord of Owari, 
Tokugawa Yoshitsugu.

122 ○ <B>
Tachi, signed “Kanemitsu of Bishū Osafune, Ryakuō 4th year 11th month 
day”.
Nanbokuchō period, 1341. 
Owned by the 12th Tokugawa Shogun Ieyoshi and the 12th Owari 
Tokugawa Naritaka.

Chapter IV

The Owari Tokugawa Family and Famous Swords
  

The Owari Tokugawa family was recognized throughout the Edo period 
as the most prestigious branch of the Tokugawa clan. Therefore, the 
swords utilized by the heads of the family as their personal swords, sashi-
ryō, as well as those presented as gifts to the Shogunate and bestowed 
upon various feudal lords needed to be of appropriate rank. The “rank” 
of a sword is primarily based on an evaluation of the swordsmith who 
manufactured the sword, but as we have seen, the rank of an individual 
sword could be further raised by its legendary history or ownership by 
important persons. The Owari family collected and stored a large number 
of these highly ranked swords.
        Thus far the exhibition has introduced various swords with histories 
related to warfare and swords presented to the Shogunate, but there are 
many other famous swords. This last section of the exhibit will present 
other famous swords owned by the Owari Tokugawa family and their 
histories.

123 ◎
Wakizashi, named Monoyoshi Sadamune, unsigned, attributed to 
Sadamune.
Nanbokuchō period, 14th c.
Owned by Toyotomi Hideyoshi, Tokugawa Ieyasu and the 1st lord of 
Owari, Tokugawa Yoshinao.

124 ◎
Tachi, carved imperial chrysanthemum crest, known as Kiku Ichimonji.
Kamakura period, 13th c.  
Owned by Tokugawa Tadanaga, the 3rd son of the 2nd Tokugawa Shogun 
Hidetada, and the 1st lord of Owari, Tokugawa Yoshinao.

125 ○
Kodachi, signed “Yoshimochi”.
Kamakura period, 13th c.
Owned by Asano Nagaakira and the 1st lord of Owari, Tokugawa Yoshinao.

126 ◎
Tachi, signed “Moriie of Bizen-no-kuni Osafune”, named Hyōgo Moriie.
Kamakura period, 13th c.
Owned by the 1st lord of Owari, Tokugawa Yoshinao.

127 ○ <B>
Tachi, signed “Kanetsugu”.
Kamakura period, 13th c.
Owned by the 2nd lord of Inuyama Naruse family, Naruse Masatora and 
the 2nd lord of Owari, Tokugawa Mitsutomo.

128 ◎ <A>
Katana, signed “Tsugunao of Bicchū-no-kuni”.
Nanbokuchō period, 14th c. 
Owned by the 2nd lord of Inuyama Naruse family, Naruse Masatora and 
the 3rd lord of Owari, Tokugawa Tsunanari.

129 ⦿
Tachi, signed “Kunimune”.
Kamakura period, 13th c. 
Owned by the 2nd lord of Owari, Tokugawa Mitsutomo, Matsudaira 
Yoshiyuki and the 8th lord of Owari, Tokugawa Munekatsu.

130 ⦿ <B>
Tachi, signed “Kuniyuki”.
Kamakura period, 13th c.
Owned by Reisen-in Chiyohime, wife of the 2nd lord of Owari, Tokugawa 
Mitsutomo.

131 ○ <A>
Katana, unsigned, attributed to Kuniyasu.
Kamakura period, 13th c. 
Owned by the 5th Tokugawa Shogun Tsunayoshi and the 4th lord of 
Owari, Tokugawa Yoshimichi.

132 ◎
Tachi, signed “Made by Nagamitsu of Bizen-no-kuni Osafune”.
Kamakura period, 13th c.
Inherited by the Owari Tokugawa family.

133 ◎
Katana, unsigned, attributed to Sukezane.
Kamakura period, 13th c.
Owned by the 14th lord of Owari, Tokugawa Yoshikatsu and 15th 
Mochinaga.

134
Sumpu-owakemono-odōguchō,a record of the bequest from Sumpu 
Castle to the Owari Tokugawa upon the death of Tokugawa Ieyasu.
Edo period, 1618.

135
Record of inheritance of swords owned by the 3rd lord of Owari, 
Tokugawa Tsunanari and succeeding heads of the Owari Tokugawa family.
Edo period, 1652-1731.

136
Record of swords inherited by the Owari Tokugawa family used until 
Enkyō year 2, 1745.
Edo period, 18th c.

137
Inventory of swords inherited by the Owari Tokugawa family (revised in 
Bunsei era, 1818-1831), Vol. 1.
Edo period, 19th c.
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