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Of these thirty-six fans, many bear a five-clouds design known as Hosho goun, indicating
Yoshikatsu's preference for the Hosho school of Noh. Additional materials relating to his
engagement with Noh include four manuscripts written in Yoshikatsu's own hand: Hosho-
ryu maitsuke, Hosho-ryu yokyoku, Yokyoku mawarijun, and Hikkei (all preserved in the
Tokugawa Institute for the History of Forestry). These documents record Yoshikatsu's own
training and practice. As their titles suggest, like the shizumeogi, they are grounded in the
Hosho school in detail of Noh. They are therefore valuable sources that offer insight into
Yoshikatsu's personal approach to Noh performance.

As a first step toward clarifying the history of Noh during Yoshikatsu's time, this article
introduces and examines these autograph materials.

Restoration Report

On the Restoration of the National Treasures: Writing Table with Hatsune Motif in
Maki-e Sprinkled Gold and Inkstone Box with Hatsune Motif in Maki-e Sprinkled Gold

ITATANI Nozomi
The “Wedding Furnishings (of Princess Chiyo, wife of Tokugawa Mitsutomo)” in the
collection of the Tokugawa Art Museum constitute the wedding trousseau of Princess Chiyo
(1637-1698), the daughter of the third shogun, Tokugawa Iemitsu, on the occasion of her
marriage to the Second Lord of Owari, Tokugawa Mitsutomo, in 1639. Popularly known as
the “Hatsune Furnishings,” the trousseau consists of 47 items decorated in motifs from the
Hatsune chapter of The Tale of Genji in sprinkled gold, 10 items decorated in motifs from
the Kocho chapter in sprinkled gold, and 13 others, for a total of 70 pieces, which have been
designated collectively as a National Treasure.

Both the Writing Table and Inkstone Box with Hatsune motifs in maki-e sprinkled gold
were in relatively good condition, but exhibited deterioration and soiling of the lacquer finish
due to their age. Additionally, a small metal spike securing a metal fitting on one of the legs
of the writing table was missing, rendering it unstable, and the tip of the awl accompanying
the inkstone box had come loose from its shaft. In consideration of these issues, restoration
was carried out at the Mejiro Institute of Urushi Research & Restoration from April 2023 to
March 2025 under the guidance of the Agency for Cultural Affairs. Prioritizing the principle
of conserving the pieces in their present state, the repairs primarily focused on cleaning and
stabilizing the lacquer surfaces and securing the metal fitting and the awl.

This paper reports on the condition of the pieces before and after conservation, and the
procedures taken for the repairs, as well as documenting new findings that were made
during the restoration process, including the results of X-ray fluorescence analysis of the
pieces and the discovery of the use of cloth pasting (nunokise) on the table legs.

This project was funded by the Tokugawa Art Museum'’s Activities Support Fund,
supplemented by subsidies from the Japanese government and Aichi Prefecture, with
additional support from the Sumitomo Foundation's “Grants for the Protection, Preservation
& Restoration of Cultural Properties” program.



hierarchy can be observed in the paintings, where the ranking of artists corresponded to the
status of the palace buildings in which their works were installed.

Wedding furnishings not only supported a bride’s daily life but also functioned as prestige
goods that displayed the family's distinguished status. On the occasion of Tsunagimi’s
marriage, a new private inner palace residence was newly constructed for her, and a large
number of attendants were assigned there, indicating that the wedding was conducted under
a large-scale organizational structure. The study also notes that some of the wedding
furnishings were reused in later generations and that ownership of these items remained
with the bride’s birth family, which had commissioned their production. By assembling and
analyzing these concrete cases, this paper aims to contribute to a deeper understanding of
wedding culture and women'’s history in the Edo period.

The Introduction and Dissemination of Wooden Bear Carvings in Yakumo, Hokkaido:
Focusing on Their Relationship with the Japanese Folk Art Movement

OYA Shigeyuki and KOYAMA-HAYASHI Rie
This article examines the formation and dissemination of wooden bear carvings in Yakumo,
Hokkaido, focusing on their relationship with the Japanese Folk Art Movement. Previous
studies have noted that the introduction of wooden bear carvings to Yakumo was prompted
by Tokugawa Yoshichika (1886-1976), who brought a carved bear back from Switzerland.
Building on this scholarship, the present study shifts its analytical emphasis to subsequent
developments: how wooden bear carvings were socially evaluated and under what
institutional frameworks they transitioned into sustained production.

By clarifying both the ideological and practical connections with the Japanese Folk Art
Movement advocated by Yamamoto Kanae (1882-1946), this study analyzes award cases and
evaluative discourses presented at the National Side-Occupation Exhibition. Through this
examination, it demonstrates how Yakumo's wooden bear carvings came to be publicly
positioned as “folk art” within the broader context of rural side-occupation promotion policies.

Furthermore, by examining in detail the activities of the Yakumo Folk Art Research
Association, its production system, patterns of distribution, carving techniques, and the
characteristics of individual makers, the article argues that Yakumo wooden bear carvings
evolved beyond the status of a local handicraft and were institutionalized and conceptualized
as a distinct category within modern Japanese folk art.

Introduction of Historical Materials

Noh Manuscripts Written by Tokugawa Yoshikatsu

NOMURA Yayoi
The successive heads of the Owari Tokugawa family possessed a wide range of Noh
implements. Today, the Tokugawa Art Museum preserves a substantial body of such
materials that have been transmitted within the Owari family, including approximately 160
Noh and Kyogen masks and around 700 Noh costumes, forming one of the most
comprehensive daimyo collections of Noh accoutrements. However, only a limited number of
these can be identified as having been used by specific lords. These include Noh masks and
a small hand drum said to have been used by Toyotomi Hideyori and Tokugawa Ieyasu, as
well as thirty-six shizumeog: (ceremonial fans used as Noh and Kyogen stage props) used by
Tokugawa Yoshikatsu, the fourteenth head of the Owari family.



“Letter” was composed to propagate Shugendo.
The study concludes that the “Letter of Suzuki Saburd” forms part of the tale of Suzuki
Saburo.

Historical Materials

Shogunal audience protocol for retainers of the Owari Tokugawa clan: The leave-taking
of 1763
KAYATA Hiroya

This study presents a document describing the procedures followed by retainers of the
Owari Tokugawa clan during a shogunal audience. The document in question is from the
Ishiko family archives in the collection of the Tokugawa Institute for the History of Forestry.
In 1763, Tokugawa Munechika, the daimyo of Owari domain, departed for his domain under
the system of alternate attendance. Prior to his departure, he visited Edo Castle to take his
leave of the shogun, Tokugawa Ieharu. Three retainers in Munechika’s retinue—the attached
elder (tsukegaro) Naruse Masamoto, Masamoto's son Masanori, and the elder (toshiyori)
Toyama Kageyoshi—were also granted an audience with the shogun. The document
featured in this study describes events before, during, and after the audience. It is believed
to have been written by Kageyoshi.

The document falls into five sections. They describe (1) the shogunal envoy's visit to the
Owari Tokugawa residence in Ichigaya, the retainers’ arrival at Edo Castle, and their
rehearsal for the audience with the shogun; (2) protocol for the audience with Ieharu in the
Kuroshoin hall; (3) etiquette for accepting gifts from the shogun; (4) the visit to the
Nishinomaru palace; and (5) courtesy visits to the senior councilors (roj«), the grand
chamberlain (sobayonin), and the junior councilors (wakadoshiyori). Sections (2) through (4)
include illustrations alongside the text, providing a detailed look at how a shogunal audience
with retainers of the Owari Tokugawa clan unfolded.

THE TOKUGAWA ART MUSEUM

Articles

The Wedding of Tsunagimi and Her Trousseau

YOSHIKAWA Miho
This article examines the wedding of Tsunagimi (Igakuishin'in, 1783-1820) and the bridal
furnishings prepared for the occasion when she was married from the Owari Tokugawa
family into the Konoe family in 1808 (Bunka 5). Drawing primarily on a manuscript titled A
Copy of the Inventory of the Wedding Furnishings for Lady Igakuishin’in (in the collection
of the Yomei Bunko Foundation), this study seeks to clarify the full scope of Tsunagimi's
trousseau.

The marriage united two houses of the highest status: the Owari family, foremost among
the Tokugawa’'s three collateral branch lineages, and the Konoe family, the leading house
among the court nobility. Although the preparation of the wedding and its furnishings was
guided by principles of frugality, it also strongly reflected contemporary social values that
emphasized rank and prestige. In particular, the lacquer furnishings with maki-e decoration
reveal clear hierarchical distinctions in their ground preparation and design. A similar



served during visits to or by neighbors, as part of Hikoshichi's official duties, and in
connection with the running of his household. It is clear, then, that in the mid-eighteenth
century, sake was widely consumed in Mino's mountain villages, and the custom of drinking
was deeply rooted in everyday life.

Upland reclamation in the three villages of Noshu and the hereditary forest
administrators of the Naiki family
NAKAIZUMI Tsuyoshi

This research note examines the state of land reclamation in the mid-Edo period, focusing
on the three villages of Kawaue, Tsukechi, and Kashimo in Ena District, Mino (Nosha)
Province. It relies mainly on documents in the archives of the Naiki family, who served as
hereditary administrators of forests (oyamamori). Most previous studies of land reclamation
in the three villages, based chiefly on village headman archives, have focused on the
development of new rice paddies in areas adjacent to existing paddies; few analyses have
adequately taken account of the more mountainous terrain that covers most of the region.
After the forestry reforms of the Kyoho era (1716-1736), however, the involvement of the
Kiso timber commissioners—the officials who oversaw upland areas—and of the administrator
of forests becomes an important factor in understanding the state of land reclamation.

This research note begins with an overview of the land reclamation plans presented by
the provincial commissioner (okuni bugyo) Mizuno Banzaemon and their implementation. It
then examines the case of Doai Shinkai, the largest upland reclamation project in Kashimo.
By commencing with the submission of the development petition and proceeding to trace
the subsequent course of events, this analysis sheds light on peasant requests to develop the
land and shows how forest resources were controlled by Owari domain and the
administrator of forests. The characteristics of land reclamation in mountainous regions of
Owari domain are thus identified, together with certain functions performed by the
administrator of forests.

The “Letter of Suzuki Saburd” in the Suzuki Shinkichi collection: Its transmission and the
Suzuki Saburo legend
TANIHASHI Keita

The subject of this paper is the “Letter of Suzuki Saburo,” dated the twenty-sixth day of
the second month, fifth year of the Bunji era (1189), in the collection of Suzuki Shinkichi, who
served as steward (karer) of the Owari Tokugawa family. It analyzes the letter’'s character
as a historical document, focusing on its origins and transmission.

Part 1 ascertains the number of extant copies of the “Letter of Suzuki Saburo” and groups
them by ownership. It determines that letters connected to Suzuki Saburo fall broadly into
two categories: those transmitted via the Fujishiro Suzuki family, the senior descendants of
the Suzuki family, and those transmitted otherwise.

Part 2 compares the “Letter of Suzuki Saburd” in the Suzuki Shinkichi collection with a
similar document in the possession of the Archives and Mausolea Department of the
Imperial Household Agency. It points out that the two are directly related in how they were
produced.

Part 3, noting that the “Letter of Suzuki Saburo” contains elements of Shugendé (mountain
asceticism), compares it in that regard with another related document. It establishes that the



ceased to be Tokugawa territory in modern times, and all that remained were their “former
ties of friendship” in the region; Yakumo in Hokkaido, by contrast, was Tokugawa
Yoshichika's personal property, having been passed down from his grandfather since the
Meiji period. It served as a recreational retreat, and a summer residence was built there;
moreover, it became on occasion the site of scholarly activity. It also functioned as a sort of
vast park for entertaining friends and guests.

Second, a wide range of individuals with ties to Yoshichika would visit Yakumo during his
stays there. Yakumo had a subtly different significance for them each of them depending on
their status and circumstances. Yoshichika was not a perfunctory host; he was eager to
show Yakumo as it really was, in its natural state. His visitors were thus free to experience
Yakumo to the full.

Third, because Yoshichika regarded Yakumo as his personal property, he felt a duty and a
responsibility to promote its development as a community. He devoted much thought to
improving its inhabitants’ living standards. Rather than inject money, he made it a guiding
principle simply to offer pointers and leave it to the inhabitants to mobilize, think, and act
for themselves. He had especially high expectations for young people, whom he sought to
enlighten through speeches and talks.

Fourth, despite being a marquis, Yoshichika did not look down on the inhabitants as
subjects; he conducted himself as a common man in his interactions with them. He built
relationships with them on equal terms, without demanding excessive deference. He
displayed this attitude not only toward the descendants of former samurai retainers of
Owarl domain but also toward tenant farmers and Ainu. Having established such close
bonds with Yakumo's inhabitants, Yoshichika was honored with a bust erected by local
admirers after the war, in the eighty-eighth year after the settlement of Yakumo and his
own eightieth year. Bearing the title “Tokugawa-san,” the bust still stands today.

Research Notes

Sake’s role in mountain-village society: Evidence from forest administrator Naiki
Hikoshichi’s diary for 1763
SATO Takayuki

Naiki Hikoshichi, a resident of the village of Kashimo in Ena District, Mino (Noshu)
Province, served as administrator of forests (oyamamori) of the three villages of Urakiso (the
three villages of Nosht)—which included Kashimo—and Mount Miureyama. He left a diary
of his official administrative activities and daily events. This study, which draws on his diary
for 1763, focuses on entries for that year relating to consumption and serving of sake. It
seeks to explore the place of sake in daily life in a mountain village in Mino and thereby to
shed light on drinking practices in provincial society during the Edo period.

First, the paper examines the practice of serving sake at the New Year and on various
celebratory occasions during visits to or by families with which the Naiki were on
particularly close terms—here termed the “Naiki family community’—and other neighbors.
It further analyzes occasions when sake was drunk in connection with Hikoshichi's official
duties and the running of his household. Consideration is also given to sake consumption
during his rounds of the forests and visits to Nagoya.

Sake, it is found, was an essential part of the Naiki family’s intimate social ties with the
Naiki family community. Sake was consumed and served on a great many occasions. It was



while continuing to supply the same resources as marshland. This method of land use was
well adapted to the early modern Japanese tax system, to the region’s environment and
industries, and to the livelihoods of the people who lived there.

Problems related to lacquer tree planting in Hirosaki domain in the late Edo period and
how they were addressed, with special reference to row planting in Jasanmachi
KAYABA Masahito

This study concerns problems affecting the forests of Hirosaki domain that came to light
during the implementation of a policy of expanding lacquer tree planting in the domain at
the end of the Edo period. Focusing on row planting, which occurred mainly in Jasanmachi
at the north of the Tsugaru Peninsula, it analyzes how these problems were addressed by
the wrushikata and the townspeople. (The wrushikata or “lacquer office” was the branch of
the domain government that managed and coordinated the planting of lacquer trees in the
domain; it was part of the korikata or “district office,” which oversaw agricultural policy.)
The following points are made.

First, Hirosaki domain and its subjects did not see eye to eye on the policy of expanding
lacquer tree planting in the domain; even the domain’s commissioner of forests (vama bugyo)
expressed doubts about its implementation. As the policy was put into effect, problems came
to light with tree rows in Byobusan (a coastal forest developed to protect agricultural land
from damage by winds and seawater blowing in from the Japan Sea) and Jusanmachi, both
located on the Tsugaru Peninsula.

Second, efforts to address these problems were led by the urushikata, the proponent of the
policy of expanding lacquer tree planting. The commissioner of forests, who was responsible
for forestry administration in Hirosaki domain, did no more than comment on the problems
and offer suggestions. The tasks of performing survey work on the ground and preparing
tree seeds were basically carried out by the wurushikata, which implemented the policy, and
the korikata, which oversaw it.

Third, the views of the people living in Jisanmachi were given priority with respect to
the species of trees to be planted and the method of planting them. Even as the policy of
expanding lacquer tree planting was being implemented, problems arose that needed to be
addressed first. In such cases, or if the land was unsuited to planting lacquer trees, the
domain would act in accordance with local circumstances.

Marquis Tokugawa Yoshichika and his circle in Yakumo, Hokkaido
FUJITA Hideaki

This paper examines the connections of Tokugawa Yoshichika, the nineteenth head of the
Owari Tokugawa family and until the end of World War II a marquis, with the town of
Yakumo, Hokkaido. While the main outlines are known from Yoshichika's autobiography and
other sources, this study draws on the Journal of the Tokugawa Farm, which the Owari
Tokugawa family operated in Yakumo, to shed light on Yoshichika's activities and social
network in the area. It also considers the people who came to Yakumo during Yoshichika's
stays there, asking what effect Yakumo had on them in light of their relationship with him.
The period covered extends from the end of the Meiji era until 1941.

The findings may be summarized as follows.

First, the province of Owari (Nagoya), which the Owari Tokugawa family once ruled,



Summaries

THE TOKUGAWA INSTITUTE
FOR THE HISTORY OF FORESTRY

Articles

The layout and ritual functions of the “lodging castles” (shukujo) on the shogunal
pilgrimage route to Nikko: Shogun Ieyoshi’s lodgings as a microcosm of the Honmaru
Palace of Edo Castle

FUKAI Masaumi

The twelfth shogun, Tokugawa Ieyoshi, visited the Nikko Toshogu Shrine on the
seventeenth day of the fourth month of 1843. Accompanied by a retinue of 140,000-150,000,
he took four days to reach the shrine, stopping overnight at the castles of Iwatsuki, Koga,
and Utsunomiya. The lord of each castle made his own residence available to him, which
residence thus became the shogun’s shukujo or “lodging castle.”

The three castles that served as shogunal lodgings differed in layout and size. By
comparing the allocation of rooms at each during the shogun’s stay, this paper identifies the
minimal organization required to maintain the shogun’s activities. Further, a detailed analysis
of the ritual audiences between the shogun and the lord of each castle reveals the audience
ceremony'’s basic format.

Early modern marshland development and livelihoods in the Tone-Watarase basin: The
case of Tadaki Village
SAKAMOTO Tatsuhiko

This paper focuses on the marshes of Tadaki, a village on the left bank of the Watarase
River in Tsuga District, Shimotsuke Province. It examines livelihoods in the marshes and
marshland development from the beginning of the early modern period until the early Meiji
period, analyzing how reclaimed land, agricultural water sources, and other facilities
attached to the rice fields provided a living. It then assesses the value of the reclaimed
marshland in the eyes of the locals.

Land reclamation, which took place in Tadaki throughout the early and middle part of the
early modern era, also encompassed the marshes used for fishing, hunting, and gathering
vegetation. It is noted that Numa Shinden, an area developed by reclaiming Tadaki Marsh,
remained wetland or marshland. Numa Shinden was prone to flooding, and relief was granted
from the annual land tax (nengu) when it suffered flood damage. Meanwhile, it continued to be
exploited for gathering vegetation, fishing, and hunting, as it had prior to reclamation; but
since it now comprised arable land, it was not subject to miscellaneous taxes (komononari)—
taxes other than the annual land tax. There were many marshes around the village, creating
favorable conditions for growing reeds; hence the area was a major producer of conical
sedge hats. (Reeds were used instead of cord to secure the sedge in place.) Reeds were also
cultivated in Numa Shinden, and in at least one case, a petition was submitted to have the
annual tax on reclaimed land where reeds were grown commuted to rice.

For the villagers, then, Numa Shinden served as a means of avoiding miscellaneous taxes
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